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Hon. .J. W, Kirwan: [f it is accepted
we should realise that there are many other
clauses to whieh the same proposal may be
applied.,

The MINISTER FOR
Quite 0. I know that,

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

EDTCATION :

Ayes A . P
Noes .. .. 7
Majority for 4
AYES,
Hon. J. Cornell Hon, A. Lovekin
Hon. J. Duffell Hon. J. Mills
Hon. J. A. Grelg Hon. J. Nicholszon
Hon. J, W. Hickey Hon. A. Sanderson
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon, R. J. Lynn
Hen, J. W, Kirwan (T'cller.)
Nogs,
Hobn. R. ¢. Ardagh Hon. G. W. Mlles
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hon, 81rE. H. Wittenoom
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. B. H. Harrls (Teller.)

Amendment thus passed,
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clause 98—Penalty for offences:

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: When the clause
was previously under consideration, I secured
an amendment to Subclause 3. 1 now find
that the amendment does not express the in-
tention. In order to make it clear, T move
an amendment—

That the words ‘‘to the employee of any
person’’ be struck out and the words “‘by
one employee of a person or firm to an-
other employee of such person or firm’’ in-
serted in leu; and that after ‘‘person’’
in the last line the words ‘“or firm’’ be
added.

Amendment put and passed; the clanse, as
amended, agreed to.

Bill ngain reported with further amend-
ments, and a Message accordingly forwarded
to the Assembly, requesting them to make the
amendments, leave being given to sit again
on receipt of n Message from the Assembly.

QUERTION—WESTRALIAN FARMERS’
LIMITED.

The MINISTER FOR TFEDUCATION:
Tn answering a question asked by Mr, Love-
kin this afternoon, I mentioned that certain
documents he desived were attached to the
answer and that the other would be fur-
nished as soon as it was available. T have
the other document mow, the report and ba-
lance-sheet of the Westralian Farmers’ Litd.
T ask that it be attached to the answer,
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ADJOURNMENT.,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
In  view of the cextreme pressure on the
““Hunsard’’ staff, T do not propose to pro-
ceed any further with the business this even-
ing, T move—

That the House do now adjourn.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 7.35 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the ("hair at 4,30
p.m., and read prayers.
QUESTION—WORKERS® HOMES,
METROPOLITAN AREA.
Hon. P, COLLIER asked the Premier: Do

the Government intend to proceed with the
crection of workers’ homes in the metrn-
politan area in the near future?

The PREMIER replied: Applications are
receivable for the building of workers’ homes
in the metropolitan area. A large number of
contracts has already been let, and several
houses are now in course of erectmn

QUESTTONS {2)—FIREWO0OOD HAUL-
AGE, GOLDFIELDS.

Kitrrawaong and Laleside Companies.

Hon. P, COLLIER asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What was the tonnage of five-
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wood hauled between Kurrawang and Lake-
side stations inclugive for the 12 months
prior to the concession granted to the Kur-
rawang and Lakeside Firewood Company in
19192 2, What was the total amount of
revenue received from this source for the
same 1eriod? 3, What was the tonnage and
the total receipts for a similar servive for the
vear following the concessions referred to!

TFhe PREMIER (for the Minister for
Railways) replied: 1, The tonnage of
firewooll hauled to Kamballic wos—ex Kur-
rawang, 146,493 tons; ex Lakeside, 142,763
tons, 2,Ex Kurrawang, £3,615; ex Lake-
aide, £14,005. 3, E¥x Kurrawang, 141,776
tons, £3,774; ex Lakeside, 157,957 toos,
£8,840,

Haulage and cost.

Mr. MUNSIE asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, What ia the schedule price for haul-
age of firewood by the Government per ton
per mile? 2, What quantity of firewood is
it proposed to haul per annum over the line
leased to the W.A. Goldficlds Firewood Sup-
ply, Limited?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for Rail-
ways)} replied: 1, 1 to 13 miles, 2s. 7d. per
ton; 14 to 16 iiles, 2s. 8d. per ton; 17 to
50 miles, about 1.24d. per ton adided for each
mile; over 50 miles, 14d. per ton added for
each mile. 2, All haulage will be done by the
lessees. The tonnage will depend upon the
requirements of the mines.

QUESTTON—LAKE CLIFTON LIME
COMPANY AND RAILWAY.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN aaked the Minister
for Works: Is it his intention to place on
the Table of the House all papera dealing
with the Lake Clifton Lime and Cement Com-
pany, ineluding the agreement for the con-
strucetion of the railway from Waroona to
Lake Clifton, entered into and carried ont
by the Government and the company?

The MINISTER TOR WORKS replied:
Yes.

QUESTION —LEPERS.

Mr. McCALLUM asked the Colonial See-
retary: 1, 1s it a fact—(a) That the s.s.
fBambra’’ on her last trip to Fremantle
had matives placed aboard at Derby who were
lepers and were booked as prisoncrs, no notiec
being given to the captain or the ship’s crew
that the natives bad leprogy? (b) That those
patives were treated aboard as erdinary pris-
oners, and were fod and attended to by the
ship’s crew, and not isolated either from
crew or passengers? (e) That the first in-

timation the ship’s eaptain  hal that
the natives were lepers was the in-
quiry (umpon the arrival at Roebourne}

of the authorities there for the lepers?
2, Whose duty is it to inform a ship's
officers that lcpers are being booked? 3, Tf
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this wus not doue in the case referred fto,
what action had been taken to prevent a sim-
ilar omission? 4, Did the passengers from
the “‘Bambra’’ undergo any period of guar-
antine, or were they allowed to mix with
the gencral public upoun arrival at Fremantie?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied: 1,
(a) It is a fact that lepers were placed on
the **Bambra’' at Derby for transport to
Rocbourne, The department is not aware
that thevy were booked as prisoners or that
notice was given. to the captain that they
were lepers. (b) No. A apevial constable
was in charge of the natives, who were seg-
regrated on the peop. () This i3 reported
to have been so. 2, The State Steamship Ser-
vice was informed of the fact when pissen-
pers were booked by the Chief Protector of
Aborigines, The manager of the State
Shipping scrviee was under the impression
that the captain would be informed at Derby
by the authority in control of the mnatives
there. (3) There will not be a repetition.
4, No; this is unneccessary.

QUESTION—HOSPITAL FOR THE IN-
SANF, ROYAL COM)MTSSION.

Case of F. Cunningham.

Mrs. COWAN asked the Colonial Seere-
tary: Can he instruct the Royal Con:mission
now gitting to inquire into the cass of F.
Cunningham, who alleges that he is unlaw-
fully detained in the asylum?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY replied:
I have no power to instruct the Royal Com-
mission.

QUESTION—STATI INSURANCE,
MINERS’ (OMPLAINT.

Mr, BOYLAND asked the Premier: 1, Con-
gidering the injurious effect gold mining has
on the miner, and the inadequate e¢ompensa-
tion paid to him and his dependanta when
he is stricken with miner’s eomplaint, i3 it
the intention of the Government to bring in
an insurance scheme to cover unewmployment,
sivkness, anid death, for the whole of tho
Btate? 2, If not this scssion, then next?

The PREMIER replied: The matter will
have consideration by the Government dus-
ing reeess,

QUESTION—LATE BITTINGS.

Mr. CORBOY (without notice) asked the
Premicr: fu view of the fact that the ‘* Han-
sard’’ stafl are reportiag three select rcom-
mittees and a Royal Commission, in addition
to the proceedings of hoth Houses, will he
endeavour to adjourn the House a little earl-
ier to-night out of consideration for that
staff.

The PREMIER replied: T am sorry for the
‘*Hansard’’ staff, and for hon. members also,
I hope we shall be able to adjourn carlier to-
night,

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: So do I
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WAR GRATUITY BONDS, SELECT
COMMITTEE.

Extenston of Time,

On motion by Mr. Wilson, time for bring-
ing wp the report extended till 7th December,

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Closer Settlement.

2, Workers’ Homes Act Amendment.
Introdueed by the Premier.

ANNTUAL ESTIMATES, 1921.22.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from 24th November;
Munsie in the Chair.

Metropolitan Water Supply Sewerage and
Drainage Department (Hon, W, J. George,
Minister).

Vote—Water Supply Bewerage and Drain-
age, £120,48].

Mr,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [4.40]: It
was my intention when Ilast week the
Estimates were under consideration to
have made a statement giving some of
the anlient faets which, however, mem-
bers will see for themselves in the
report; but when the Estimates of this de-
pariment were called upon, the House seemad
to be in 8 most amiable mood, and it was
thought that hon. members had so satisfied
themselves by a reading of the report that
any remarks by me would be superfluous.

Hon, P.-Collier: There i3 nothing much in
the report.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Neither is
there much in the water, for that matter. In
regard to the supply last summer, had we not
imposed restrictions on the use of the water
there would have been a considerable short-
age in the metropolitan arca. As it chanced,
the restrictions imposed had the result of
giving the firemen an ample supply of water
on the night of the fire at the Economic
Stores. For the present summer, in the
opinjon of the departmental officers, we
ghould have plenty of water for the metro-
politan area. I do not say there will be
water to spare. Indeed it may even be found
necessary to impose some restrictions, bu
that will not be dome if we can possibly
avoid it. The first bore put down at Osborne
Park, at a depth of 650 feet, gave a supply
of one and a quarter million gallons per day
of first-class quality water at a low tempera-
ture.  Emboldened by the success of that
bore. we put down a second, which at a
slightly greater depth, gave a daily supply
of 1,800,000 gallons. Still having funds on
hand, we put down a third bore, which gave
a supply of one and a half million gallons
per day of water scarcely distinguishable
from hills water. Tt is of low temperature,
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and it seems to be almost inexhaustible in
guantity. In order to get this water to the
service reservoir in King’s Park, we shall
have to pump if, but from there it will ve
supplied by gravitation. We are further ex-
tending the capacity of the Mouni Hawthorn
reservoir by & million and & half gallons. So
far a3 can be determined, ome is jus-
tified in saying that the supply 8vail-
able to the metropolitan area should be
gufficient for the coming summer. In addi-
tion to that, we have the water fromn Bickley
Brook, which is a coatinually running stream.
From that we are gupplying, and will continue -
to supply requirements from Canniangton to
Queen’s Park instend of, as formerly, bring-
ing the water right into the reservoir at
King’s Park and then sending it back threugh
the 12-inch main, I think the officers
are justified in their expectations of
being able to supply enough water for
the coming summer. It is no use liv-
ing in a fool’s paradise, and think.
ing we are to have an unlimited use of the
water. No water scheme can be provided
which will allow of everyone drawing water
to the extreme quantity the pipes will carry.
The water must be used with economy and
care, otherwise there will he many disappoint-
ments, and next summer we shall have a big
problem before us. From Mundaring we have
12-inech pires as far as West Guildford.
Thence to the city of Perth it is an 8-inch
pipe. We are trying to fill in the gap be-
tween West Guildord and Mt. Hawthorn, and
we atre using cvery pipe we have in stock with
this object, as well as finding the monecy for
the wages. Our purpose is to bring that
water from Muandaring considerably nearer
Perth. If funds permit when we get into re-
cess, it is the intention of the department
to get a further supply of 12-ineh pipes amd
80 continue the main to Mt. Hawthorn,
Through that extension we should get about

- 1,300,000 gallons per day from Mundaring,

whieh is just the quantity we can get through
a 12-inch pipe, and this would mean an addi-
tional half a milion gallons to the Perth
supply. If further quantities of water
are needed we shall have to go to
greater expense in putting down a new main.
Members will see that so far as human
experience and eapacity go, the responsible
officers of the department are doing all that
lics within their power. If they had a con-
siderable sum of money available they could
do » great deal more, and ¢ould remedy any
complainta that came before them, and fulfil
any scheme they have outlined. The funds of
the State, however, are not overflowing. In-
deed, the opposite is the case. The public
must recognise that they cannot expect to
have such a supply of water as will give them
every satisfaction, until they are prepared to
find the money requisite for carrying out the
work.

Mr, Mann: Do you think the Bickley
Brock expenditure is justified?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tf T did
oot think it was justified I would mot have
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gone on with the work. [t would cost a large
amount of money to pot up a reservoir in
King’s Park, and unless we got the water
from Bickley Brook we should not have had
the supply we shall have for this summer,

Mr, O’Loghlen: What about the com-
plaints of metropolitan members?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member does not want me to retort in the
way he knows I could do. T am too much en-
gaged with the realities of life, and will
leave it to other members to bring forward
their ideas on the question.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You have a lot of
supporters amongst metropolitan members.

The MUINISTER FOR WORKS: I do pot
know that I have any in the world.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! We are dis-
enaging the question of water supply.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: When the
Committee which has been mentioned finishes
its inquiries and can deduce anything of any
value, and will put it before the department,
it will be considered with respeet.

Hon, P. Collier: It will not discover any-
thing.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: The
trouble at Fremantle is mere difficult to cope
with than that of Perth, Our source of supply
has to come from pumping operations, and the
well from which we draw onr water can
hardly be expected to increase its supply
with the demand. The pipe which takes the
hills water from the Victoria reservoir is not
sufficiently large to enable us to get down
the quantity we would like to put into Fre-
mantle, We take it a certain distance and we
then have a booster, which enables us to get
every drop of water we can to Fremantle in
order to cope with both private and
shipping requirements. We also have
completed the reservoir at Richmond.
There are people who live around
Richmond reservoir, who regard it as
very hard that they cannot get a supply from
that source. Applications have been made
to me by people living within a few yards
or chains of the reservoir, to connect them
up with it. The water is practieslly all
hills water and is brought down for two pur-
poses, one to assist in getting a bigger pro-
portion of hills water to the people, and the
other to supply the very large shipping de-
mand for that class of water. The shipping
people pay 4s. a thouvsand gallons for it,
which ia of considerable concern to the rev-
enne of the department. We were about
£24,000 short last year in meeting our ex-
penditure, and we had to find other ways of
increasing our revenue. If loss of revenue
threugh giving this water to the people of
Fremantle had to be faced, other avenues
would have to be songht, Let me tell the
member for NWorth-East Fremantle that I
have not shelved the representations that
were made through him, It is my irtentien,
as soon as we get into recess, and T have
a little time at my disposal, to go further
into the question, and see whether thase peo-
ple who were hrought before me can have a
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hetter supply than they have had before. I
am not at present able to indicate more than
that the request is one that should re-
ceive every reasonable consideration, Ther~
has been a good denl of very refreshing talk
regarding the sewerage at Subiaco. As 1
have said before in this House, it all resolves
itself into a question of money. The cost of
a scheme similar to that now adopted in
Perth would, if installed at Subiaco, run per-
ilously cluse to £200,000, while the fixing of
house econnections would rost another quar-
ter of a million pounds. In view of the
state of the finances, and in view of the posi-
tion of private individvals in the matter of
money, this is not one of those works which is
within the grasp of practical politics at pre-
gert. We are not unmindful of the troubles
and worries and requirementa of that large
municipality. When, therefore, it was repre-
sented to us by the mayor and councillors that
there was so much trouble in connection with
the sanitary site, where they have the earth-
pan system, and it was stated that the site had
outgrown its usefulness and become a menace
of the public health, I said, ‘It is the duty
of the Government and should be their
pleasure to try and assist municipalities,
wherever they can, that I looked upon the
Government a8 takiug the position of the
father of the household, and that if the
Government could asgist municpalitiea it was
their duty to do so, especially in matters of
health.’” { bhave made arrangements to let
them have as a sanitary site a sufficient area
of ground on hlock 714, which we intended
for our septic tanks, and the Government
are making a road up to this place. The
arrangements made with Subiaco are that
they shall pay, T think, £200 a year, which
is a small sum, for the use of the ground,
and the maintenance of the toad which
they will use for their carts. We have
met  their troubles as far as it lies
within our power to do so. It i3
only right to say that during +he time I
have been Minister for Works, 314 years, I
have never had from the Subiaco municipal
council anything but the most cordial co-
operation. They have received my sugges-
tions, not as if they were intended to be
impertinent interference, but in the spirit
and desire of co-operation, knowing that my
object is to assist them in every possible way.
At much personal inconvenience, and poasi-
bly at some financial lass, they have endeav-
oured to meet me, because they recognise I
have in mind & desire to assist them to bet-
ter their conditions. The Subiaco council will,

.T hope, always remain my friends.

Mr. O’Loghlen: TIs there any further liti-
qation likely to follow the verdict in the
vpse againt the department?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Whereas
we cannot give Subjaco, for the reasons I
have mentioned, a similar scheme to Perth,
we have helped and are prepared to help
them in other ways if possible. The drain-
age of the metropolitan area 13 a very big



[30 NXovexBER, 1921.]

question It has so many different phases
that I felt T had no right as Minister to ad-
vise the Government, unless I had a compre-
hensive stheine by which we could see that
every portion of the work that was done
wownld dovetail into a big scheme later on.
We ghould not be in a position to find, as we
have found in other instances, that work has
been done in a penny wise and poand foolish
manner and without sufficient foresight being
exereised, und we must see that each item is
correlative with the other. In some eases we
have found that other schemes have had to be
considered, 2nd this bas meant a lot of ad-
ditional expense to enable the ivhole secheme
to be made a comprehensive one. I had in-
quiries made as to what it would cost, and
what sort of scheme would be necessary, to
tackle the hill drainage from the foothills of
the Darling Range through Midland Junetion,
and Guildford to the sea. The work will
have to be done at some time or other. I
tried to get the fullest possible information
o that, whatever little schemes were put in
hand, they eould be made part of a big
scheme when the department came to carry
out the work in full. Tf we took this com-
prehengsive scheme in hand at once, it would
mean an expenditure of probably a million of
money. That is not to be thought of. The
question, however, will have to be faced by
somg Government, and care must be taken
te make arrangements with the Jocal
authorities as to what shall be done, whether
it is to be taken in hand as a Government
scheme entirely, with power to raise the
necessary rates to lkeep up the maintenance
and pay interest and sinking fund, or whether
jt is to be on a co-operative basis between
the different bodies interested. "We have
had during the year to go to the aid of the
Bayswater road board over a drainage mat-
ter.

Mr., Davies: And they were very gratefnl,

Hon. W. C, Angwin: They had to pay
for it

The MINISTER FOR WORES: Yea.
They came to us in trouble and the Govern-
ment were able to assist them, not only so
far as doing the work is concerned, but also
in helping them with the trouble they were
pushed into by speculative, black-mailing
people who tock advantage of the unfortun-
ate ecircumstanees, in which the authority
found itself, to try and reok the ratepayers
of the district. I have no hesitation what-
ever in saying that. The member for For-
test (Mr. O’Loghlen) referred to Jolimont.
Tt is true that the Supreme Court case went
against vs.

Mr. O’Loghlen: You should have gone into
court and helped it along.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS. It is nice
of the hon, member to butter me up on every
occagion as he does.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The case was not pro-
perly represented to the eonrt.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We lost
the case. We should not have lost it accord-
ing to the advice we received from the law-
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yers. OF course, lawyers make mistakes, and
at different times we have lost cases which
the lawyers told us we should win,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Did you get outside ad-

rice?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I believe
so. Anyhow, we are appezling “beeause we

feel that the question is so important that it
must be satisfactorily settled as soon as pos-
sible, Some years ago one of the Ministers
who was in charge of the department,.in all
good faith—therc is no question about that—
did what he thonght was the best thing for
the State, and what he thought was equit-
able for the person who was suffering. He
purchased one or two person’s houses, and
ever since then the fat has been in the fire,
The records of the department show that
from that date others have bheen coming in
with similar applications, and they will keep
on coming in and trying to get the Cov-
crnment to bhuy them out. T would not buy
them out, )

Capt. Carter: There are quite a few whe
want to be bought off.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is an
unfortunate thing that in Western Australia
this should be so.

Mr., O'Loghlen:
mont?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.
Wherever there is a chance of coming at the
Government, there are those who will always
avail themselves of it.

Hon. P. Collier: That is very much in evi-
dence in the country distriets.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I am unot
saying they are not justified in doing so, but
that they do it, and therefore it becomes an
abaoclute necessity for the Minister in charge
of the department to keep a stiff upper lip,
and when he says a thing, stick to it. I have
endeavoured to do se, but sometimes, being
2 weak man, I fail. I would like hon. mem-
bers to understand throughout the metropoli-
tan area the water level has been steadily ris-
ing for years and it was 8 inches to §% inches
higher during the winter just ended than in
the preceding winter. If hon. members wish
to get a concrete example, let them go to
Subiaco and see Shenton Park. I remember
the time when Shenton Park was a place
where we played cricket and football.

Mr. O'Loghlen: And also shot ducks in
the close season. .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If hon.
members take a trip down there, they will ses
that the water since last winter has en-
croached upon the road, and that it is still
encroaching. The Svbiace Municipal Council
have invited tenders for the removal of the
fence, as they recognise that that Ffence
around the lake is of no wse. Yet people
are building within a few feet of the edge
of the water, and I suppouse we shall have a
repetition of what has already occerred at
Bayswater and Maylands.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Cannot the loeal authori-
ties stop them building there?

Ts it econfined to Joli-

.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: With re-
gard to the sewerage works, so that hon.
members may have some idea of the work they
performt, I may mention that the septie tanks
in Perth last year dealt with 624 million
gallons of sewerage water, while those at Fre-
mantle dealt with G7 milliens, or a total of
601 million gallops, an inerease of 70 millions
over the total of the previous year. T want
hon. members to realise that this is a grent
quantity of water to take away from the
total that is supplied for domestie purpeses.
Tf the whole of the metropelitan area were
sewered and connected as Ferth and Fremantle
arc te-day, we should probably be dealing
with something like 3,000 million gallons of
gewerage water per annum.  Members will
understand from those figures that the officers
in charge of these works have onerous and
responsible duties to carry out. 8o far as
the staff are concerned, since we have got them
to pull well together, they have realised their
duties to a very satisfactory cxtent. The
cash collections last year totalled £181,736.
Tu the previous year the fignres were £156,000,
showing an increase of £26,000. The esti-
mate was £170,000 bot by the close attention
the officers have been giving to their work,
and the use of the extended powers by means
of which they are bringing arrears up fo
date, this satisfactory resalt has been at-
tained. The eredit for that is, of course, due
to the oficers, So far as our rating powers
are eonccrned, we have not got autherity to
inerease our rates hy 1d.

Hon, P, Collier: You will not get any
further anthority either.

The MINISTER 1FOR WORKS: Tt is al-
ways pleasing to know what a definite fact
is. .
Hon. P. Colliecr: T have just paid you £13
10s, for water rates.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 owe
morc than that, and T am sorry to soy T have
not yet paid. We are at our maximum, and
the bo'anee to the debit of working Jast year
was £30,831, That cannot continue. The
only way is for the assessmrnts to he made
larger. OF course, we do not do this work, bat
gtill, if they are inereased, we shall get in more
revenne. If thoy are not incrensed, the only
way by which we e¢an get more revenne will
be to ask Parlinment to authorise the raising
of the mazimum on the water, sewerage and
storm water rates, That will have to he done
next year unless some other suitable methoil
jg found to render that unneecssary.

Mr. Mann: Cannot you cut down your
staff.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
T took charge there were 22%4 officers in
that building and an effort was made to
pet 24 more. T not only refused to give
them the additional 24, but T ecleared out
76, That was not o bad start, If the
member for Perth can clear out another 76,
he will be 3 man worth recogmising. I
ghall welcome any assistance he ean give us,
but let him not belittle the officera of the de-
partment. The system may be wrong, and
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improvements may be possible, but for good-
ness sake give the men there some credit for
having a sense of decency. It is so easy to
make ont that a staff is no good, and to say
that it must be their fanlr, That is the
cheapest way to get notoriety.

Hon. P. Collier: These young members
do butt in like that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In the
proud lexicon of youth there is mo such
word as fail, and the Honse must put up
with the display of enthusiasm which we
sn often see. The only regret I have is
that I cannot graft some of that youth to
my poor old aged body, With regard to
our finances, last year the increases in
salaries totalled £2,764.

Hou. P. Collier: That was in consequence
of the reduction of the staff, T suppose.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, it
was the result of the reclassification and
the appeal court we have now. T said some
little time ago that Ministers had no com-
trol over the staffs, T can make hay with
them as I am doing to-day, but it does not
cut much iee. As soon as they are out of
my office, they can do what they please.
You eannot sack any of them, not as T
would sack a man. If I sacked a man he
would know it, but in the service if a man
ig sacked, he goes to the appeal court.

Mr. JJohnston: What are you going to do
about jt?

The MINISTER FNR WORKS: [ will
tell the hon. member later on, The increase
in wages totals £7,900 and o¢n the railway
award £5,681, so that on gilaries, wages
and railway awards we have had to pay
an additional sum of £16,345. Had it not
bven for that instead of a halance to our
dchit of £24,000, it would have been about
8,000, The capital of the coneern, accord-
ing to folin G of the report, ix £2,182403.
Depreciation and sinking fund stand to-day
at £302,868, The ecapital expenditure last
year was £115,000. The water consumed in
the wmetropolitan area last year totalled
2797 million galiong namd the highest con-
sumed on one day was 1114 million gallons.
When T turned the water on te Perth in
October, 1891, from the scheine belonging
to the firm fer whom I wax manager, the
maximum daily snpply was half a million
gallons, To-day we consume 1115 million
gallons and but for the restrictions which
had to be imposed last summer, the con-
sumption would have totalled nearly 14
willion gallons. The next point I wish to
touch upon refers to a letter which appeared
in a newspaper arising out of a report of
some remarks T was alleged to bave made
in this Chamber. An officer of the Depart-
ment has requested me to reply to the unews-
paper eriticism, but it is not worth whila do-
ing so.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Which papsr was it?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I shall
pass the matter by. The next question I
wish to deal with is the complaint made by
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the member for South Fremantle last week.
Since then the hon. gentleman has seen me
and I think he understands me far better
now than he did on that oceasion.

Hon. P. Collier: There has been a reeon-
ciliation,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We were
all a little bit highly strung the other
evening, snd the hon. member is new to
the House and he did not know how to
appease an old man’s ire and consequently
got into trouble, His case is one that is
typical of ethers throughout the metropoli-
tan area. In his street, there is a 4in. main,
the pressure from which is 57lbs. That
would be sefficient to semd a jet over Par-
liament House. Then there is a ¥, in. line
of piping, some 31Lin. piping and then u
further length of Hin. piping. Theoreti-
cally, the position is that, while drawing
water through the main in that way, it is
like asking the figure ‘'4’' to earry what
the figurc €9’ requires, and it will not do
it. Apart from that aspect, however, if
the theoretical pressure of 87lbs. to the
square inch i3 there, the hon. member
ghould be able to get a decent supply of
water. PFrom what the hon, member has
told me, however, and his complaint is
being investigated now, he cannot get that
pressure and supply of water even from the
4in. main. That is a matter that must
be looked into and dealt with promptly.
The hon. member can be satisfied that
the trouble will be properly dealt with

and the same thing applies to other
cases which have been coming before
me. At the time this matter was men-

tiened before, T thought that this informa-
tion could have been obtained at the de-
pariment without the necessity of troubling
Parliament or the Minister about it. There
are some complaints in the paper to-day
and I received about 16 complaints to-day
by way of letter. If people will go out, as
mapy have done, right away from the more
closely settled portions of the district, they
are not able, and will not be able to get a
water supply that will eatisfy them. I
have a complaint here from Victoria Park.
The people are living along the Welshpool-
road. There are five people drawing their
supply from an inch pipe. Originally one
person asked for the provision of the lin.
pipe and the department was told on that
oceasion that, if only sufficient water for
drinking purposes Were supp!ied, the
people would be quite satisfied. Since then,
however, the people have gone in for
gardens and the lin. pipe will mnot
give them the water supply that they
require. The department has decided
not to put down any more of these small
pipes. It only means building up trouble,
We intend to wait until we can put down
larger mains. There was a lady from Leed-
erville in my office to-day. She considerzd
that it was very hard that an adequate water
supply could mot be provided for her home.
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Bhe was outspoken regarding her complaint
and I asked my secretary and typist to come
into the office while she was there.

Capt. Carter: Where did you say she came
from?

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I will
not give the hon. member her address any-
how. 8he is a widow with seven children.
She considers it a hardship that the Govern-
ment will not ineur an expenditure of £200
to provide her with a water supply. In the
circumstanees, it is Impossible for this or
any other Government, in order to provide
for the requiremtents of people who go into
the outside areas where they can obtain cheap
land, or where they have a cheap house, to
spend £200 in order to give even a widow a
water supply, whether she has seven or 17
children. 1t is very pninful, indeed, for one to
get such complaints continually coming before
him, but it is impossible to prant assistance
at the present time, Reparding the Canning
seheme, that is another matter in which mem-
bers are intercsted. FEver since Mr, Ritchie
came here, we have had five survey parties
making nspections in connection with the
Darling Range scheme, the Canning River
scheme and also with schemes ferther afield.
We have got togather a lot of useful infor-
mation which has more (han repaid the time
and eost that investigation has involved. I
think I am justified in saying that the fur-
ther investigation has saved us perhaps from
making mistakes in regard to some matters,
although the main question, of course, is
quite ali right. When the investigations
reach such a stage that we can collate all
the facts amd submit them to men whose
professional skill and career entitle them to
be rtelied upon, we will be ahle to go on
their adviece. The scheme, however, will pro-
bably cost 1% wmillions of money and that
aspect will have to be seriously considered,
becaese the adding of 11 millions of money
to the already large capital cost of the mat-
ropolitan water supply seheme means that the
water rate, which ia now 18, will have to be
considerably increased. We cannot live with-
out water and the people will not be able
to get an adequate water supply unless funds
can be found for the work and the people
are prepared to meet the imcreased charges.
T emphagise this matter because people are
careless in their criticiam. If they have ex-
perienced a little water shortage, they at
once condemn the Government—not only this
Government, but all Goverments are bad in
the circumstances—and the people generally
do not seem to realise what the pionesrs of
this State had to recognise in earlier days,
namely, that the Government could mnot do
evervihing that might be expeeted and that
something must be done by the people them-
selves. People nowsadays pay 15s. or 16s.,
or even 20s., for rates and they demand in
return for that payment, water supply and
other services which probably cost five or
six times the amount they pay, and those peo-
ple do not worry as to who pays the balance,

g0 long as they do not have to meet the
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extra cost themselves. T hope that hon.
members will try to think over these matters
as seriously as I have tried to explain them,
because it certainly is a serious question. ¥
do not want to ery stinking fish, for I have
no fear that we will not get out of our
troubles. T am an optimist in many ways,
but T de say that we shall never be able to
make the seheme pay unless the community
as a whole are prepaved to receognise their
responsibilities and to share in the care and
worry that those in higher places have to
bear on behnlf of the citizens at large, Whon
our population has inereased and the posi-
tion gencrally has rectified itself, we will
he able to pull through, but wneither this
Government nor any other Gevernment can
. undertake to sopply water in this huge area
in unlimited quantities without the funds
being available to put down the scheme and
revenmite being fortheoming to maintain it. 1
shzll he pleased to answer any questions that
hon. members feel it is in the interests of
their econstituencies and the ecountry that
they should ask. As to the officers in the
Water Supply Department, apart from
trivial matters that occur when men of strong
character come together, I am satisfied that
the officers T have under me in that depart-
ment, are doing their besi for the State. T
do not always agree with them, nor do they
always agree with me. They have the ut.
most freedom in counection with their work
and they know that they can diseuss it with
mr, 21 man to man. I never put on the
Ministerial cloak unless it is necessary, and
when it is put om, it is put on to be used.
I always recognise, and want members of
the House to recognise, that the officers of
that department, when they are cngaged
upon professional work, are quite up to the
average of those men 1 have been aceus-
tomed to deal with during the past 30 years
upon similar works. T think the State should
recognise that we have good men. We may
have some who are not so good as others
but, on the whole, the men in these branches
of the Government service are men of whom
I am provd and of whom I think we should
all be proud.

Mr. SIMONS (East Perth) [5.23]: In
conneetion with this vote, I was pleased to
hear the Minister pay a tribute to the
loyalty of the engincers of the Water Sup-
ply Depariment, but I cannet understand
why he shonld express such limitless pride
in their doings. So far, these officers have
succeeded in giving us everything but
water, and water is the only thiug fhey
ara being paid to supply. We are not petting
an adequate water supply. The posi-
tion may be summed up in an asser-
tion that this department should be called
the ‘‘waterless department,’’ because the
city of Perth has to go through a period of
drought throughout practically the whole
of the hot season of the year. It was
November last year when the water re-
striction were first imposed, and a metro-.
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politan area without water is ome of the
most sluggish ipstitutions tbat could pos-
sibly be contemplated,

Capt. Carter: And the most dangerous.

Mr. SIMOXNS: It is a constant reflectinn
upon the resourcefulness of the officers of the
Water Supply Department of Western Aus-
tralia that, although we have a city which
is nearly 100 years old, we have not been
abic to keep step with the comparatively
small population within our bovndaries and
to give them sufficient water to keep them-
selves clean. )

The Minister for Worka: We mever had
a scheme until 30 years ago.

Mr, S3IMONS: That is all the more
reason why we should have it now. If we
cannot have a proper water supply after
three decades—and some of these officers
have been in the department for practically
that time—we should ask, if we cannot get
a proper water supply in a third of a cen-
tury, how muech lomger will it take?

The Minister for Works: Your statement
regarding the officers is not correct.

Mr. SIMONS: There are some of them
who have been there for npearly three
decades, and some of their opinions are
nearly 300 years old. If the city of Perth
were in a drought area, or situated in one
of tho arid portions of Australia, there
might be some defence for the present posi-
tion, but it should be remembered that be-
tween Perth and Brunswick Junetion, a
distanee of perhaps 80 or 90 miles, we
have running into the different estuaries,
at least six permanent freshwater streams,
any one of which could be dammed up to
give us an adequate and proper supply of
water. After all this time, however, we
have not been able to secure that provi-
sion. The Minigter is aware, ag we all are
aware, of the number of rivers which
eupty themselves from the Darling Ranges
into the sea. Nature has given us the
supply but administration bhas not given
us the men to harness them for the purposes
of water supplies, the benefits of which we
are longing to enjoy.

The Minister for Works: We can provide
it if only we can get the mouney.

Mr. SIMONS: If the Government cananot
find the momney, will they agree to some
other formn of administration whieh can
raise the necessary money? I wonld like
to see a full and proper inquiry into the
administration of the Water Supply De-
partment and the necessity for handing
over the control of that supply to a metro-
politan board. That is the only legical
way out of the difficulty.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: There are a lot
against that.

Mr. SIMOXNS: There are a lot of inter-
jections at the present stage, but that is
my opinion; these interjections come from
some memhbers who always object to any-
thing new, .
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Houn. W. C. Angwin: That suggestion is
not new.

Mr. SIMOXNS: Some hon. members are
prepared to go about with minds belonging
to an age in which wooden boots were reck-
oned progressive,

Hon. W. C, Angwin: That proposal was
made before you were born.

Mr. SIMONS: And proposals 400 years
ago, which were modern, are not yet aceepted
by some members.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: In any case, we do
not want a board.

Mr., SIMONS: At any rate, I consider
that from what my experience has shown,
this thing will not be settled until we have
the water supply handed over to a hoard
comptised of those who are fully acquainted
with local interests. Look at the present
position regarding the Cabinet! There is
not a single metropolitan member who is
a Minister of the Crown.

Hon, W. C. Apngwin: Our new party will
gettle that point,

Mr., SIMONS: No wonder we eannot got
some redress. I ask again regarding such a
purely loeal matter as water supply, of what
interest is it to the member for Wyndham,
the member for Broome, the member for Kal-
goorlie, or the member for Wyaleatchem.

Mr. Harrison: We are all willing that you
should have the whole administration.

Mr. SIMONS: Here we have 50 members
deliberating on a matter of purely domestic
concern. It may have been a fitting function
of Government when we were a small strug-
gling town to allow the supply of water Lo
be controlled by the Minister, but we have

become a city. In course of time we
will become a great «city, and the
system applying to a little village is

not applicable to a comwmunity who have
reached cityhood. This should no longer be
a Government funetion. We should have a
board ereated with power to finance such 2
scheme and, above all things, with power to
excrcise a free choice of its officers. Tn my
opinion, some of the Government depart-
ments contain officials, whom it is too hard to
sack.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Sydney people
were glad to get rid of their private board.

Mr. SIMONS: That was ont of date ad-
ministration. No one is talking of a private
board.

My, Mann: It has been a sueeess in Mel-
bourne.

Mr. SIMONS: Yes, and in every other
eity. I do not know of any metropolis of
the size of Perth where the Government are
content to blunder and muddle along with an
inadequate water anupply.

Mr. Latham: Perth shouold have it, too.

Mr. SIMONS: We have had experience of
departmental control for a nmumber of years,
and it has failed, Let us now have something
new. If the remedy fails, we can always
revert to the present obaolete system. I was
very sorry to hear the Minister for Works
say that those who &ettle at Canning or Vie-
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toria Park cannot expect a full and sufficient
water supply. If there is any wisdom in ad-
ministration in Australia, it is for administra-
tion to follow the lines which will give reliet
to the congested populations of the ecities. In-
stead of making such a dispiriting utterance,
he should encourage setters to go out into the
environs, and permit the city to spread to the
foothills of the Darling Range.

The Minister for Works: Dut you must
give vs the money.

Mr, SIMONS: I cannot rubseribe to the
dispiriting statement that if people eare to
scttle in the environs of the city, they need
not expect a decent water supply. Such 2
policy is only contributing to the eongestion
of the city whieh every one deplores. I hope
the Minister will proceed along the lines of
encouraging settlement to spread into the
open spaces, instead of being bunched in a
restricted area in the city.

The Minister for Works: Can yon afford
£200 to give one person a water supply?

Mr. SIMONS: " Yes, if by so doing it is
possible to attract other people to settle in
the vicinity. TUnless we can give a decent
water supply to these people settled in the dis-
tant suburbs we shall be contributing to the
congestion of the city which we all deplore.
I am not satisfied, without further inquiry,
about the statement that the Mundaring
scheme is not eapable of being tapped to
supply the city. T am of opinion that that
huge scheme, undertaken to sapply a growing
goldfields population, ean no longer profitably
fulfil the functions for which it was origin-
ally ercafed.

Mr. Mann: We want it for the dry agri-
cultural arcas.

Mr, STMONS: We want it for the dry city
areas, where we are parched all through the
summer, If it is tapped only as a temporary
expedient  until we can finance a bigger
scheme, let us have it for the eity. When the.
city has beer supplied with an adequate
scheme we can then divert the Mundaring -
scheme to the wheat arcas. The country to-
day is not asking for that water.

Mr. Latham: It is.

Mr. SIMONS: We are going to let the
country have it, but megnwhile there ia an im-
mediate need for it in the city.

Hom, P. Collier: The people in the country
will not pay for it.

Mr., Latham: They will pay for it.

Hon. P, Collier: Many of them have not

aid.

Mr. SIMONS: No one questions the sur-
plusage of water behind the Mundaring em-
bankment. No one questions the waste of
countless millions of gallons of water every
year. To anyone who has given the subject
the least thought, it must be apparent that
there are no grave engineering problems to
overcome in order to bring that water to the
city. The levels taken by experts indieate
that the highest point of Perth—King’s
Park—is 80 feet below the level of the out-
let of the Mundaring acheme, so that the
water could reach a small storage reservoir
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in King’s Park without the necessity for in- '

stalling any enginering schemes or pumping
plants. Therefore, it seems that millions of
gallons of water could be brought trom Mun-
daring to King’s Park, from which it could
be gravitated to every poiunt in the city, We
are short of revenue, as the Minister admits.

Yet we have people in the city of Perth with
reil pennine money, longing to give it to the
Government in exchange for water. The
Government have a sorplusage of water roo-
ning to waste at Mondaring, but they have
not the organising ability or the intelligenca
to bring the man who wants the water into
contact with the surplusage. There is some-
thing wrong about administration of that
kind. I could quite understand the nceessity
tor waiting for 12 months or twe years to
instal & scheme, but we have had an
administration in power for the last five
years, and they are now no nearer the point
of solution. There is something lacking in an
administration of that kind. T eannot share
the pride which the Minister feels in
his officers, who allow such a chronic
shortage to exist.

The Minister for Worka:
anything without money?

Mr. SIMOXS: TIf we could put into
operation a scheme which would pay from
the jump, the Minister would be able to
get all the money required. To instal a
scheme which wonld more than pay interest
and ginking fund, every member would give
his vote irregpective of the rate of interest
at which the money had to be borrowed,
knowing that it would relieve the water
famine with which the eity is afflieted every
summer, and do it on lines which would show
a2 profit. Wa metropolitan members are keen
about this, because we are advocates of liv-
ing in a cleaner period than some of the
administrators want us to live in.

The Minister for Works: That is a dirty
" thing to say.

. Mr. SIMONS:

Minister,

The Minister for Works: It is a dirty
thing and you should not have said it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They said it of me
when T was in office.

The Minister for Worka:
thing to say, anyhow.

Mr. SIMONS: Everyone knows that I
reverence the Minister for Works, and he
must not think that any reflection was im-
tended.

The Minister for Works:
it was a dirty thing to say.

Mr. SIMONS: And it is a dirty thing for
the water supply engincers to aeep us in
such a condition of filth all the year round.

The Minister for" Works: They do not do
that.

Mr. SIMONS: They do, and the whole
united brains of the department have not
been sufficient to overcome the trouble,

The Minister for Works: I pity them if
they have not more brains than you.

Can you do

I am not referring to the

It was a dirty

1 still maintain

. either,
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Mr.
father.
The Minister for Works:
a question of vo meney.

Hon. W. (. Angwin:
the brains?

Mr. SIMOXS: Perhaps the Alinister has
a meter put on to measure brains as well as
water, and [ have heard that a lot of his
water meters record very inaccurately. Take
one suburb, Subiuco, which is rapidly incereas-
ing in number of buildings and in peint of
ropulation and yet, because of the insufli-
viency of water, it is impossible to suwer that
large area.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They complain that
they have too much water,

Mr. SIMONS: In spite of the fact that
Bubiaco -has a Rechabite lodge, it is said
there is too much water. The people are
anxious te have the sewerage system in-
stalled, but it is impossible to instal it be-
vause of the water problem, I do not kunow
of any other modern community where onc
covld find such marking time or standing
still in eonneetion with the iustitution of a
aystem of such recognised necessity. We
have a large community longing for the
privilege to pay for a great necessity; the
Government have the great necessity on band
but they have not the organising ability to
bring the comsumer into contact with the
commodity.

The Minister for Works: That is not fair,
They have all the ability Yt not the

SIMONS: Don't talk like that,

You know it is

Would that supply

money,

Mr. SIMONS: The money could be easily
raised. There is not a member of 1he House
who would oppose a vote for such a pur-
pose.

The Minister for Works:
cial agent?

Mr. SIMONS: There are some people in
this House to whom I would not lend money
if T were a financial agent. It ig time we
gave urgent attention to this proposal. We
have spent a great deal of money in attract-
ing population to this State, and people ar-
riving here pget their first impression of
Western Australia from what they see and
expericnce in the capital city. It is shoek-
ingly humiliating te have to confess that
when people eome here from abroad and pay
for accommodation in first class hotels in the
city, they are denied the privilege of a de-
cent bath, We cannot allow this to continue
without making some protest and trying to -
assist the Minister and his officers with sug-
gestions to remedy the position. Two in-
fluences are operating in Perth. At night
time one cannot sleep owing to the mosquito
plague, and in the morning when one, weary
and sleepless, hopes to get a refreshing in-
fluence in the shape of a hath, he finde that
necessity unobtainable. In no other capital
city in the world does such a state of affajrs
prevail. I am saying this to emphasise
the great necessity for giving close atten-
tien to the matter of the water zupply. We

Are you a finan-
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have trifled with the matter too long. Dur-
ing the last election eampaign, the only
Minister who referred to the water question
was the then member for West Perth and
he said it would be many years kefcre we
could secure an adequate supply for the ecity.
That i3 a hopeless gospel, and I regret that
the MMinister for Works to-day has practic-
ally said that a big section of the community
nmust be prepared to do withont sufficient
water. We are told by the medical experts
of the possibility of bubonic plague spread-
ing all over Australia. I hope that they
will prove alarmists.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
alarmists you can get.

Mr. SIMOXNS: It is always well to err
on the right side. XNo doubt those experts
know what they are talking about, but I hope
their forebodings will prove to he ground-
less. The possibility of an opidemic of
plague threatens us and we must recognise
the necessity for proper sanitation, which
canmot be provided until ways and means
arc found to give the people an adequate
water supply.

They are the worst

[Mr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.]

Capt. CARTER (Lecderville) [5.43]: As
another metropolitan member whose distriet
is peculiarly affected by the existing state of
affairs in relation to the water supply, I
wish to add my voice to those already raised
in ecomplaint. 1 do not believe in criticism
which is purely destructive; any eriticism
to be of value must be eonstruetive, T be-
lieve there is o possibility of mueh guod
work being done by the metrepolitan Par-
liamentary eommittee in conncction with the
water supply. [ was sorry, therefere, to
hear the Minister for Works refer to the
committee in a slighting tone.

The Minister for Works: No, I did not.

Capt. CARTER: As a member of that
body, T feel that the Minister dees not know
the penuine desire of the committee to do
wood service for the metropolitan area, to
do good scrvice to his Jdepartment, and to
render to the Minister himself that adviee
which I think would not come amiss in con-
nection with our metropolitan water supply.
Our idea in meeting has been to formnlate
a scheme whereby we can hurry on the con-
struetion of that scheme of water supply
which will give everybedy an adequate sup-
ply. When approaching the Minister pre-
viorsly, we have been told that we were to
receive an adequate supply this year, and
that there would be something like three
million gallons per day extra from the bores
being put down in my own district, at Os-
borne Park. And yet at this very day there
are peonle in my district who cannot get
sufficient water in their houses.

The Minister for Works: The bores are
not at work. .

Capt. CARTER: The Minister in his
speech did not tell us when the bores are
to be at work. We have not had that supply
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for years, in spite of promises, and it seems
to me that we are not going to get it this
year. The fact remains that the Minister
stands self-condemned when he says in this
regard that only this morring he received
letters of complaint from 16 men all over
the metropolitan area. [ was talking to-day
to & man resiling at Nedlands, who com-
plaing that even now his wife is umable to
obtain a sufficient supply of water for do-
mestie purposes.

Mr. Simons: And the summer has not yct
bhegun.

Capt. CARTER: No.
mild summer so far. The question of water
supply is of paramount importance, The
Government should take some steps to bring
inte operation an adequate scheme, or allow
those willing to bring such a scheme into
operation to do so. The result of the meet-
ings of the committee up to the present has
been this—I speak personally now, other
members will no doubt state their point of
view—that the committee have discussed
other matters of loeal wutility. Our recep-
tion by one Minister was of a rather humor-
ous nature, ending up by his aaying to me,
“‘T'nless you are preparel to take over the
whole of the metropolitan area utilities, T
am not prepared to diseuss any one of them
singly.’” T do not know whether that is the
attitnde of the Minister for Works; I de
uwot think it is.

The Minister for Works:
anything about the matter.

Capt. CARTER: That i5 uot our fault
exactly. The puint T wish to make is that
the committer are really desirous of bene-
fitinz the peopls of the metropolitan area,
We wish to henefit all of them, but we can-
not do that if the Government take a stand-
and-deiiver attitude relatively to nur aver-
tures.  If there could he, as advoeated by
the previous speaker, a hoard established on
the XMelbourne system, the water supply
would be mueh more satisfactory. After all,
the position is that the poople of the metro-
politan area are to-day paying for their
water supply, or practically so. Therefore
they will be in no worse position by taking
over the entire undertaking; in faect, I be-
lieve they will be in a much better position.
The Minister complains in this eonnection,
that up to the present he has not been able
to get sufficient money. Let me ask the
Minister why it is that he has not come down
this year, to this Parliament, with a com-
prehensive policy and asked for money? He
has not done it yet. T would like to hear
from the Minister that he has suggested in
Cabinet to the Government a ecomprehensive
scheme. The desire of metropolitan mem-
hers is to increase and better our supply of
water.  Although we have been promised
great things, they have not materialised.
When we met the Premier in his office, the
hon. gentleman said that three million gal-
lons of water per day would be obtained
from the artesian basin of Osborne Park,

We lhave had a very

T {do not know
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artesian water of a better type than that
previougly obtained from bores. That supply
was to be available for this seasom, at any
rate, and probably for a few years more, to
supply our needs adequately., In my dis-

triect, at the top end of North Perth,
people rush to get sufficient water be-
fore the demands on the mains be-

c¢ome hepvy in the morning; and people are to
be seen there securing supplies of water at
night, after 11 o’'clock, to water their
lawns. The Minister has spoken in some-
what sneering terms of the man who wants a
gurden, I commend the man who improves
hiy property, and takes a pride in his home.
If in this fair city of Perth we are in such
# position that we cannot get a water supply
suffivient to keep green the bits of gardens
around our homesteads, our condition is a par-
lous one indeed. Meantime millions and millions
ot gallons of water are running to waste
from Mundaring Weir and in the catchment
areas of the hills. The sewerage question
has become a very grave question in the Mt,
Hawthorn district of Leederville. As 1
stated on the Address-in-reply, last year there
were five cases of diphtheria almest directly
traceable to the open pan system, which Mt.
Hawthorn bas at the present time, In this
connection Subiaco has been mentioned, a
mueh larger area which is alse unsewered.
I agree with the member for Snblaoo, who
has also voiced his opinion on this subjeet,
that somecthing should be done immediately,
even at great expense, to preserve the public
health. This matter of sewerage, like that
of water supply, ia bound np with the future
happiness and prosperity and strength of the
race. I hold that a model sytem of sewer-
age, such as we have in the other districts,
shonld be immediately installed at Leeder-
ville and Subiaco, even if we have to go on
the moncy market again for the funds. With
regard to Mundaring Weir, the member for
Perth has asked why it is not possible for
us to extend that seheme, :As far back as
1904, reports were laid on the Table of the
House giving most favourable consideration
to the extension of that scheme to supply the
metropolitan area. Mundaring Weir has been
laid ont with a great area of catehment, and
the reports I refer to state that an extension
of the scheme sufficient to meet the demands
of the metropolitan area for another 20 years,
would be a matter of easy enginecring. But,
sirangely enough, the reports in question are
contradicted by their writer  about two years
later. No reasons are given for the change
of opinion, none whatever. I agree with the
member for Kast Perth that some inquiry
shonld be made into the whole question of
water supply in relation to Mundaring Weir.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: We had an engineer
here for that purpose less than two years ago.

Capt. CARTER: But he was an engincer
who came with 3 pet scheme in his head, with
n preconceived idea of what was to be done.
T do not positively know that T am right in
saying so, but that is my impression, from
my limited knowledge of the situation.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Works: You have no
Luriness to say that about the engineer whe
came from the other side. He was loaned to
us, anl he did not come here with any pre-
vonceived ideas, but to examine the whole
thing thoroughly.

Capt. CARTER: My desire is not to at-
tack the man's reputation.

The Minister for Works:
you are doing.

Capt. CARTER: My reason for making
the statement I did make is that practically no
attention whatever was paid by that engineer
to the Mundaring schewe.

But that is what

The Minister for Works: Ilow do you
know that?
Capt. CARTER: Simply because in his

comparative report there is such matter as
leads one to that belief. 1 daid that my
knowledge of the subject was limited, but that
it goes far enought to indicate to me in that
comparative report food for thought sufficient
to induce a beliet that the Mundaring scheme
was not seriously gone into by that engineer.
I believe that the brain of onr own engineer
who devised that scheme at Mundaring went
further than the immediate nkeessities of his
time., 1 believe that engineer in his mind’s
eye saw the day when the scheme would be
ureatly extended, so as to supply all the needs
of the metropolitan area. One of the mat-
ters coming under the Water Supply Depart-
ment is drainage. The Minister referred to
a cvase which has gone against the Govern-
ment in the law courts.  Unless T am very
much mistaken, that case will prove but the
forerunner of other cases, The Minister may
have evaded the point in the statement he
made in the House a few weeks ago with re-
gard to the position of farmers on the edge
of Herdsman’s Lake, They are in this posi-
tion, that men who this time last year were
reaping crops from cight acres, or planting
up to eight acres, are this year in some cases
uxing only two acres—for the simple reason
that the other six aecres are under water, In
this matter again T am nat an expert, and
am not laying down my statements as defi-
nitely correct: but I do want more informa-
tion than the Minister has given me up to the
present. I have asked him two or three times
to cvome with me¢ and see the position for
himself. T have got him as far as the bores,
but no farther. It is due to those farmers
that the matter should ke thoroughly sifted.
There has been known to all of us a natural
rise in the water level of that distriet for
several years past, and that rise has pradu-
ally invreased. But the difference between
a rise of four inches and one of 1214 inches
in the last two years is such as to lead one
to look for apecial reasons. The Government
hove opened up three hores on a rise just
aLove Herdsman’s Lake, and the natural out-
flow of those bores is into the basin provided
by Herdsman's Lake. Not a few million
gallons, but many million ga!lons of water
hove rushed forth from those bores into the
basin of Herdsman’s Lake.
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The Minister for Works: Ten million gal-
lons of water cscaped from those bores, rais-
ing the level of Herdsman’s ULake Ly one-
eighth of an inch,

Capt. CARTER: 1 o not know the
means of measurement whieh the Minister
has, but I am now making inquiries to find
out how long the water was running from the
hores when the basin was tapped.

The Minister for Works: The engineers
say they loat 10 million gallons, which
would serve to raise Herdsman's Lake one-
eighth of an inch.

Capt. CARTER: There is still required
an explanation of the extraordinary rise
whieb has taken place in that area. There
_are out there returned soldiers under the
repatriation scheme. One of them, the
father of six children, will be liable this
year for the interest payments on the loan
which bought his farm. That man has not
an acre in erop, becanse the water bas
flooded his land and, in addition to other
damage, has washed away £30 worth of
manures. From the point of view of saving
money, the Government would do well to
go fully inie this question, because at
present all that those people are asking for
i3 a speeding up of the drainage acheme.

The Minister for Works: Do you guar-
antee that there will be no claims for loas
of water after we have drained Herdsman's
Lake?

Capt. CARTER: I am not here as
legal adviser of those people. If
Minister had come with me weeks ago

- ikere would have been no difficulty, the
people would have been satisfied to go
ahead and scrape along as best they could.
They are convineed that when the water
recedes their land wiil be all right. They
merely want a possibility of farming their
land, whieh they eannot do until the water
is withdrawn, The Minister has written
to the Press to show that his work of
opening that drain cannot possibly be
speeded up. -

The Minister for Works:
waste money on it.

Capt, CARTER: It is mnot waste of
money; it is only common sense.

The Minister for Works: T
responsible man; not you.

Capt. CARTER: I plead with the Miu-
ister to give those people a fair deal. As
he says, he ig responsible. It was up to
Lim to aeccede te my request to po and see
those people. Responsible and all as he is,
he has vefused to do this, and so I am
forced to place the matter before the
House. Those people have a just claim,
If it ts put before the law courts, there
will be another decision similar to that in
the Jolimont ease, which cost the Govern-
ment far more than it would have cost to
gspeed up the work.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The Government
did not put the water there.

the
the
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Capt. CARTER: The Minister admits
having put 10 million gallons into Herds-
man’s Lake. If the Government had come
to our aid three months ago, when this
matter was put up to the Minister, there
would have been very much less trouble
than is now inevitable. These people are
forced to go out and take work anywhere,
There is the man with the six children, to
whom I have referred; his interest pay-
ments are due, and he is out working for
others because his Iand is under water.
When the Government can see that they
will save money by speeding up the work,
they ought to aceept the position and speed
up the work.

Mr. MeCALLUM (South Fremantle) [6.5]:
While I regret that T had a little bruah
with the Minister the other evening, I fecl
that some good will result.

The CHAIRMAN: Have you not spoken
already on this vote?

Mr., MeCALLUM: Yes.

The CHAIRMAN: Well, this is general
discussion, and the hon. member can speal-
but once,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [6.6]: I was interrupted in my
address the other night by the failure of
the lights.

The CHAIRMAN: If that is so, the hon.
member has the floor.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The other night
1 pointed out that since the amalgamation
of the Ierth and TFremantle districta thu
Fremantle district has heen placed af a
great disadvantage. Even the Minister
suid to-day that it i3 not in as good a posi-
tion in respeet of water supply as is the
Perth district. Prior to the amalgamation
of the distriets, Fremantle had almast the
same water supply as it has to-day, and
that at o sixpenny rate. Soon after the
amalgamnation our rate went up to ls, and
it is 1s. to-day. The Perth city water
supply was at first a private supply, after
which it became a nominee hoard supply.
The Fremantle supply was always a Gor-
ernment supply. To that extent Fremantle
had the sdvantage.

Mr. Tarrison: Where did you get the
Fremantle water from?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIX : TFrom the same
source as at present—the gaol.

Mr. Mann: Tt was not satisfactory.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, we had quite
sufficient water, just as we have to-day.
The board system has been tried and found
wanting. Since the time the board was
removed, there has been a considerable
influx of population, which has kept suc-
cessive (Rovernments busy in providing for
the development of the State and finaneing
water supplies all over the place,

Mr. Harrison: Has not that water sup-
ply at Fremantle been supplemented?
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Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: There is an 8-inch
pipe running down from the Victoria reser-
voir, but it i3 used principally for the ship-
ping.

Mr. Sampson: What did you say was the
source of the Fremantle supply?

Hon. W. (. ANGWIXN: The gaol. The
only difference in the system is that a few
years ago the pump was worked by the
prisoners, whereas to-day they have steam
putnps.  The supply comes from a well.
It is over-capitalisation and bad manage-
ment by boards which has caused the
increased rates in Fremantle in associa-
tion with the Perth distriet. I hope it
will be long before they again en-
trust the management to a board. Of
course, just now the State bas not any
money, and cannot get money at a reason-
able price. If a board be appointed by the
metropolitan members, districts such as the
member for Leederville (Capt. Carter), and
the member for Subiaco (Mr. Richardson)
and I represent will be debarred from having
extensiony in the outer areas. The influence of
the board will be centred in Perth, and no
doubt Perth will get all the supply it re-
quires, while there will be very little water
for outside extensions. We have an example
of that to-day in the fire brigade. All the
money spent in the City of Perth.

Mr. Mann: [Is that not justifiable?

Mr. Richardson: WNo.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN.
contributing to it.

Mr. Mann: But are not they getting ser-
viees commeunsurate with their contributions?

Hon., W..C. ANGWIN: The other districts
are not.

Mr. Richardson: That is so.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: XNone of the out-
lying diatriets are getting services in accor-
dance with their contributions, because the
greater portion ig expended in the centre of
the city. The same thing will happen in
respect of the proposed water board. The
Government, some time ago, brought over a
water supply engineer to advise them. That
engincer counselled the adoption of a certain
scheme. He said it could not be done ail at
onee, but must be done by degrees, The Min-
ister informs me that they have already acted
on the advive of that engineer. If that is so,
we may be able to get an inereased water
supply by dcgrees and so avoid a large in-
crease in rates. If the metropolitan water
aupply board be appointed, the firat thing
they will do will be to raise a large loan, the
interest on which will be & burden on the
people for mauny years before the momey is
required to be expended. That is the gencral
experience in respect of boards, They will
want to make a splash in order to justify their
appointment

Mr, Mana: I do not know that the metro-
politan members are wedded to the appoint-
ment of a board, so long as they can get
an improved water supply.

Other people are
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Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I have been mak-
ing inquiries, My distriet is badly served with
water, We have a main coming down from the
hills, but we cannot get sufficient water from
it.  Reeently there was a scheme for the
sinking of a bore in the Melville Road Board
district. The land for a reservoir was pur-
chased, but the scheme was set aside, Why?
In order that extra bores might be put down
in Perth.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to ?.30 p.m.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The residents in
that district have some cause for complaint.
While arrangements have been male in other
parts nearer I’erth none have been made in
the district I represent. A large reservoir has
just been erceted to hold approximately
1,000,000 gallons of water. It was thought
that this would prevent the shortage that has
been cxperienced from time to time. The
Minister now says that most of this water
will be supplied to ships at Fremantle. A
great diffienlty in regard to ¢he metropolitan
water supply is the small pipes through which
the water ig reticulated. There are areas into
whichh water has heen cdxtended, but the
pipes are too small to ecarry the water. Pco-
ple who live in one part of the street cannot
get water through the 4in. or Hin, pipes
when others are using the water in another
part of the street. An alteration cannot be
effected at once, and when it is effented it
will cost money. The metropolitan distriet is
burdened with a eapital coat of £2,000,000
upon its water supply, gewerage, and drainage
works. Every person who lives in a house
warth 13s. per week pays water, sewerage, and
drainage rates, as well a8 municipal rates,
amounting in all to 3s. or 4s. per week. In
considering an advanced water supply scheme
it is our duty to see that it is brought into
operetion by degrees so that this burden on the
people is not unnecessarily increased. Not
only would this principle apply to the supply
of water but also to the reticulation of the
water, At present no one can attend to that
better than the experienced officers in the ser-
vice, who have been aceustomed to our works,
and know where it is necessary to begin in
making renewals in regard to reticulation. In
discussing the question of a hoard to contral
the system, we must bear in mind the size
of our population, and remember that it is
very much amaller than the population of the
other cities of the Commonwealth,

Mr, Davies: How long haa the board been
in existence in Mcibourne?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The metropolitan
water supply board of Melbourne has been
in existence for nearly thirty years. The
Covernnient looked after the supply for some
time, and then the (Government econtrol was
replaced by the board control. There was a
lnrge population in Melhonrne at the time,
and the beard comprises about forfy repre-
sentatives. It is a Parliament in  itself.
Sueh a board coulit not be created vet in our
metropolitan area. We have many districts
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but a amall population, and the representa-
tion woulld not be on the same basis. The
outlying distriets would not get the same re-
presentation they obtain in Melhourne. The
first thing to do is to ask the Government
to carry out the proposed scheme by degrees,
and each year (o bring down the vote neees-
sary merely to earry out the works that are
required for the year. Something must be
done for the future, as we cannot go on as
we are doing. The people of the metropolitan
area are dissatisfied not only with the quantity
but the quality of the water they get. Bome-
times at my own place 1 have to wait a while
before the water comes, and when it does it
is s0 red as to stain my hands.

The Minister for Agriculture:
drink the water?

Hon. W. (&, ANGWIN: We have nothing
else to drink, hut we first wait until it scitles.
I have drimk nothing else but Fremantle
water during the last thirty years, and T do
not think it has done me any harm.

Mr. Davies: Tt is notoriously bad.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Some people say
it is bad, but T do not think L ghow any bad
results from drinking it. Sometimes it i5 so
Ladly coloured that it cannot be used for
washing ¢lothes, and people have to utilise
ihe water in their tanks for this purpose.
I suggest that the Government shonld make
a start this year if possible by setting aside
an amount on the Loan Fstimates. After a
few years when the work is carried out and
when our population inereases, it may be
necessary to have some ofther form of con-
trol over the supply gencrally. T am sceptical
about placing the control of the water supply
iu the metropolitan area in the hands of »
leeal board, for T helieve they would be in-
clined to raise money some considerable time
before it was vequired, and further, they
would not possess the exneriecnce nceessary in
the handling of such funds. The Govern-
ment have been (oing some work at Bickley
Brook. That supply could be used in connee-
tign with the acheme that is to be carried ont.
Other arrangements have also been made.
Several bores have been put down within the
limits of the rity, hut unfortunately nothing
kas been done in Fremantle. It is not too
late now to give an improved water supply,
or to earry ont the proposal which was insti-
tuted some few years ago. It wos intended to
put down a bore at Point Weylan, That was
approved by the engincers, and would bhave
served a portion, at any rate, of remantle;
but this was not done. We shall, in all prob-
ability, have a shortage of water this year as
we have had before. Great eare mnst be taken
with the scheme to see that we do not over-
hurden our small population with teo high a
rate. This is one of the prineipal things we
have to keep before us. Scores of people are
paying drainage rates, but reccive no benefit
for them,

Mr, MeCallum: How long will that go on?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: TUntil the whole
thinz is paid for, It cannot he helped. There
ix eome distance yet to go. In some cases
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the surface water runs in the opposite direc-
tion, but it is claimed that owing to the con-
tour of the country people on the high land
ecntribute something to the water lying on
the low land, and must pay their share of
the cost. This has given rise to many com-
plaints in the metropolitan area. The Min.
ister has referred to Bayswater and May-
lands. People in these centres are only too
anxious to have their land cleared of water,
but when it eomes to a matter of paying it
is @ horse of another colonr. When we were
in office, farmers came from the country, and
begged the Minister to extend the Coclgardie
water supply into the farming areas, They
agreed that they would pay anything if only
tha work were carried out.

Mr. Mann: It was the best thing you
ever did.

Hon, P. Collier:
good things we did.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: They said it would
he an insurance for them; no matter what
it cost they shoull have it; but when it came
to paying the rates that were imposed they
oljected.

The Minister for Works: Many are not
paying now,

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: That applies every-
where, DPeople say they must have water but
do not want to pay for it. There are some
people who ecomplain about having to pay
135. per year in my district. 1 told them
they were hetter off than I was when I bhad
to pay Js. @ wenth, and earry in the water.
Many of these water extensions are asked
for, but cannot be given by the Government
because of the small pipes that have been
laid down. 1 made reference the other night
to the Palmyra distriet in Bieton. The Min-
ister said he would give further consideration
to that at an early date. There are people
living almost a stone's throw from the reser-
voir there. The trustees of the land, upon
which a aumber of houses have been erected,
aml upon which soldiers” homes are now go-
ing up, have offered to guarantee the Gov-
ernment the outlay necessary. The Govern-
ment say they are net in a position te find
the money. 1t is useless for members here
to talk to the gallery at all times. We must
realise  the  difficulty that the Government
have to contend with, When we were in
office money was easier to get than it is
to-day. I have no hesitation in saying
that in spite of the attempt we made
to develop the interior of the country it
was impossible for ns to borrow money
to go on with the water sopply scheme,
We conld not do it at that time, and if we
could not do it then how would it have
heen possible for any Government {o do it
during the war? There were hundreds of
miles of railways on which we had to spend
nearly three milliens of money to bring
them up to the standard. Those railways
drifted into a negleeted condition after the
present Minister for Works gave .up  the
office of Commissioner of Railways.

It was one of the many
L]
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The Minister for Works: Are you satis-
fied that they weie decent then?

Hou. W. ¢, ANGWIXN: But nothing was
done to them after the hon. member left
that offire. XNot only the railways, but the
rolling stock was neplected.  The war has
been a justification for the delay in regard
to water snpply, but the war is now over
and moncy is likelv to be cheaper. In fact,
it has not been so cheap for many years,
That being ~o, the time has arrived to take
action in the direction of carrying out a
water supply scheme.  After that will be
time enouglh to consider the question of the
formation of boards of control.

Mr, RICHHARDSOXN (Subiaco} [7.48]:
The particular subjeets of water supply,

sewerage, and drainage are of importance to
all metropolitan members. During the course
of the debate, metropolitan members have
been gracious cenough to make reference to
the electorate I represent. Sometimes 1
think that .to deal at any length with this
subjeet is like flogging a dead Lhorse, but
still we go on hoping, and for that reason I
have given all the attention that it is pos-
sible to give to the subject by way of wad-
ing through the engincers’ reports which
deal with water supply, sewerage, and drain-
age, and T have come to the conclusion that
the question as to where we are going to
build our reservoir, or from where our sup-
plies will have to come, can best be left in
the hands of the engineers themselves, An
hon. member to-night stated that omne en-
gineer was practieally tied to the scheme he
advocated before coming here. I have read
that gentleman ’s report, and T do not think
there is any ground for smch an assertion.
What we do know is that there is not an
adequate water supply, nor a pure water
supply. Whilst we may not be able to speak
from the cnginecring point of view, we are
Jjustified in bringing this matter at all fimes
under the notice of members of the Gov-
ernment. It is wrong in my opinion to
blame the Minister for Works for the ab-
sence of an adequate water supply. The
matter has been neglected not only in late
years but for very many years past. The
time was opportune some years ago for the
comniencement of, let me use that much worn
phrase, a comprehensive scheme. But it has
been delayed and delayed, until now, at the
final moment, it is important that we should
go right abead with it, T listened with io-
terest to the member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Hon. W. €. Angwin), and he
bronght back to my memory many ineidents
which oceurred years ago. I agree with him
that we may be able to bring an adequate
water supply to the metropolitan area, but
it will also be necessary to re-reticulate in
many instanees for the simple reason that
the reticulation is not good emough at the
present time to carry a big supply. In that
vespeet I am pgomewhat fortunate in my
clectorate in that a good portion of the
electoraté was adequately reticulated some
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little time back and, in the event of our
getting a new water supply, we would be
able to carry it. T wish to refer to one or
two statements made by the member for
Fast Perth (Mr. Simons)., A few weeks
ago he took strong oxception to some resi-
dents of Wegtern Australia condemning
their own State. Yet that hon. member told
us to-night that Perth was a very adivty
eity. He told ws further that it was water-
less, anid that the residents were practieally
eaten out by mosquitoes. It is up to the
hon. member to bring this matter before the
public in a different Jight, I am not going
tn say that Perth is a dirty or a waterless
city, or that its people arc eaten out by
mosquitoes, because I do not helieve either
to be the ease. Perth, taken all round, is
just as clean and just as sweet o city as
any other in Avastralia.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: It ranks second to
Fremantle.

Mr. RICHARDSOXN: T have yet to learn
that Fremantle is a eity.

Mr. Munsie: It is only a suburb.

Mr. RICHARDSON: A small suburb of
Subineo, It is unwise on the part of the
member for East Perth te make such state-
ments as we heard from him to-day. We are
endeavouring te get population, and if we
talk as he did to-day, we shall drive people
from our midst. 1 deny the statement he
made—he referred also to ‘‘surrounding
districts''—so far as my electorate is cwm-
cerned, Subiaco is a clean suburbh. We Lave
a water supply—though I admit it ia not
adequate—and there are very few mosquitors
there. It is costing us a great deal to keep
our suburb healthy and clean, and if we had
a good water snpply we might inveigle the
Minister for Works into beginning sewerage
extensions there, With the extensions, the
cost to the residents would be cheaper than it
is to-day. We are paying a great deal for
inapeetion and eleaning work at the present
time, but notwithstanding that, T am eon-
vinced that with an adequate sewerage sys-
tsan the (harges would be less than they are
to-day. In addition we would have a healthy
and a cleaner suburb in every respect.
The Minister referred to a small part of my
electorate called Jolimont. I desire to keep
this place under the notice of members and
the public. Some 15 or 16 years ogo there
was not a drop of water on the ground at
Jolimont and many working people built
their homes there. By some means or other
8 storm water drain was taken through
Subiavo and that drain stopped ripht along-
side the little suburb of Jolimont.

Mr, Underwood: Water has risen all over
that area.

Mr. RICHARDSON: T know, ut T de-
gire to say of Jolimont that prior to the
construction of the 6ft. drain—a man could
work upright in thig drain—therc was not a
drop of water on the surface at Jolimont.
To-day we know that a number of people
have had to leave their homes beeanse the
water has risen some 12 or 11 feet in the
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lower-lying parts, aml these people have been
practically ruined. The matter was taken to
the Supreme Court and the Government lost
the case. T believe the deeision of the judpe
was g good one, hecauvse the engincers stated
that the water had been emptied there and
had percolated throngh the lower parts where
the houses happen to be. I have approached
the Government with a view to getting com-
pensation for the people who have suffered
4 loss, and the argument advanced has been
that the Government are not resposible for
the water lodging there, and that if they
begin the payment of compensation there
they will have to pay it to others in the sur-
rounding distriets where also the water has
made its appearance. In my opinion that
statement is misleading, for the reason that
there is no storm water drain emptying itself
at those other places, Therefore the two in-
stances arc not analogous and now that the
Government have lost the case, they should
immediately pay fair and reasonable compen-
sation to those who have lost their homes.
Referring Dbriefly to the sewerage question
again, we have in Subiaco one of the most
congested arcas to be found outside Perth
and it has alwuays appeared to me to have
been a ridieulous proposition—and just for
the moment I do not know who -vas respon-
sible to take the sewerage system around our
houndary into West Perth and suddenly stop
right at the point where Subiace is to some
cxtent congested. I do lope that the Gov-
ernment in the ncar future will begin some
little extension of the system. Bo far as the
control of the system is voncerned, I do not
care whether the Goverument lovk after it
or whether it is taken over by a board. Tt
appeals to me, however, in this way, that the
Government say they eannot find money for
the work. Tf they are not prepared to go on
with it, it is up to them to say *‘Try a
board.”’ I agree with the member for North-
East Fremantle that if a board is formed we
shall be likely to bepgin centralisation in
Perth, and if it is a question of representation,
it will be necessary for the Government to
create that representation so that there may
be no possibility of Perth assuming control
of everything.

The Minister for Works:
veem to trust Perth.

AMr. RICHARDSON: Ten men can beat
une at any stage of the scheme unless they
happen to be abnormal. I do not wish to
labour the question, but I do sineerely hope
that the Government will at least take
notice of what the member for North-East
Fremantle hag said: if they are not prepared
to go on with the schemwe in full, they should
at least show that they believe in it, that
they appreeiate the requircments, and that
they intend to commence a srheme which will
develop as time goes on, so that in the pre-
gent and for the futore, there will be no
doubt about an adequate water supply, no
Jloubt about the sewerage scheme being ex-
lended, ‘and no doubt about our low lying
lands being drained.

You do not

" Brisbane.
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Mr. MAXNX (Perth) [8.2]: Every metro-
politan member who takes an interest in
the question of water supply must have
heen disappointed at the manner in which
the Minister placed these Estimates before
the Committee to-night. We bad expected
to hear of the department’s views regard-
ing future policy.

Hon., W, C. Angwin: We get that on the
Loan Estimates.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes; it is always the
wext day.

Mr. MANN: T would be much better
pleased had we heard something on that
Lopie to-day. We know that an cugineer
of considerable skill came here from Vie-
toria to inquire into the question of our
inetropolitan water supply—an engineer
Jinown to have been very successfu! in his
i3tate, and one who brought inte existence
there a very up-to-date water supply. That
engineer came here and made a report
on our metropolitan water supply. One
would like to koow tie department’s in-
tentions with regard to that report; do
ihey intend to adopt it in its entirety, or
in -part? We understand that it may not
he possible to start at onec a comprehen-
nive scheme of water supply; but it may
e possible, as suggested by the member
fior North-East Fremantle, to proeeed
wradually on a comprehensive scheme, in-
ntead of having continual patchwork; and
a patehwork scheme is all that we have
lcnown up to the present. I do net expect
the Minister to launch out on a large
ncheme Jmmediately, but I suggest he
should make a modest beginning, to expand
as time goes on. In comparing our metro-
politan water supply with that of Eastern
iitates capitals, the best test is afforded by
The capital expenditure on the
inetropolitan sebeme of Western Australia
‘s £1,119,000, plus £660,000 for sewerags.
'The corresponding Brisbane figures are
about two millions sterling for water, and
it lesser expenditure than ours on sewer-
age. The total working costs of the metro-
politan scheme of Perth are £169,000, as
ngainst £166,000 in Brisbane. Last year
our scheme had a deficit of £13,000, whilst
the Brighane scheme has carried on its
operations for a deficit of only £8,000.
True it is that the population of Brisbane
is larger than that of Perth; but it is also
true that the Brisbane scheme carries on
at lower working costs than ours. More-
over, the Brisbane scheme’s rating is on
munimproved land values. Now, Perth eifi-
#ens are paying 1s. in the pound for water,
us against Melbourne citizens’ 6d. in the
pound, and Sydney citizens’ 7%d. in the
pound, The Perth sewerage rate is 1s. 1d.
‘n the pound, as against 11d. for both Mel-
bourne and Sydney. Our domestie rate ranges
from 1s. 3d. to 1s, 6d. as against 1s. in both
Melbourne and Sydney, and 1s. 2d. in Bris-
bane. Our consumption per head is omly
36 gallons, as against 55 in Melbourne, 45
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in Sydney, and 535 in Brisbane. Thus it
appears that the other capitals have better
schemes than ours at just about half the
ecost of ours. The figures speak for them-
selves. In lien of such conditions, surely
it is time for us to consider a fresh basis
of operations. Surely the department must
by this time have decided upon the coursc
they will take regarding Mr. Ritchie’s re-
port and suggestions. Indeed, it is unde:-
stood that the department have adopted
his suggestions, and that be has put for-
ward a scheme whereby an economical ser-
viee can be started, and can be exiended
as necessary. Yet the Minister told us
nothing at all about that. He simply ex-
plained to wvs that we had to be content
with what we got from the bores and
Osborne Park. But suppose those bores
eut out some time, Bores have been known
to cut out in other places. We here would
then find ouwrselves without any wafer at
all in the metropolitan area. Now as to
the Bickley Brook reservoir, my ohserva-
tion may net be quite correct, but I be-
lieve that that work costs something over
£70,000, and that it .holds a nine-days
supply of water for the metropolitan area.
The figure of cost T have quoted does not
include the cost of land resumption.

The Minister for Worksa: The Bickley
Brook reservoir did not cost £70,000, or
£50,000, You are knocked out there.

Mr, MANN: We would like to know
what it did cost. What did the land re-
sumptions cost?

The Minister for Works: We do not
know, We have not all the ¢laims in yet.

Mr. MANN: It is understood that
orchard lands of a value of £40 or £350 per
acre have heen resumed, the fruit trees
having becn chopped down. With such ex-
penditure for resumption we get a reser-
voir which will supply the requirements of
the metropolitan area for only seven or
nine days.

The Minister for Works: I do not know
where you pot your information from.

AMr, MANN: At all events, the Minister
has not informed us as to the eost of the

reservoir.  As to its utility, he has also
heen silent, apart from asaying that the
reservoir  would  assist  supplies from

Queen’s Park. This is characteristic of a
patehwork proposition. Far better wounld
it bave hern to inangurate a big scheme,
and earry it out pgradually, in sueh a way
that we conld increase its capacity each
year as required.  The metropelitan dis-
trict, with its buge buildings, has to rely
upon water supply for its safety; and
meantime the residents of the metropolitan
distriet do not get the supplies they need.
T feel it my duty to bring this matter as
prominently as I can before the Committec.
The question of finance now stands in the
way; vet T think nothing, really, should
atand in the way of an adequate supply

[ASSEMBLY.

of water for the whole of the metropolitan
area,

Mr. BICEMOTT (Pingelly) [8.12]: it
does seem strange just at the end of a very
wet winter to hear so many people complain-
ing about shortage of water. We are all
agreed that water is a prime essential both in
the city and in the eountry. In one of my
little towns there is a pumping scheme, draw-
ing water from the Hotham River; and at
times the water is vnfit for anything. There
we are paying a water rate of 3a. in the pound.
We were very pleased to lay the matter before
the Minister when he recently visited the dis-
trict. The hon. gentleman promised to look
into the matter and see whether some altera-
tion could not be effected in both the quality
of the water and the cost of the administra-
tion, I recognise that in the present state of
the finances it is very difficolt for Ministers
to find funds for a comprehensive water sup-
ply scheme. But people here are apparently
quite willing to pay for water, if they can
only get it, and 1 daresay country people will
do the same, though I may remind hon. mem-
bers of the fact that when ounr goldfields
friends got their water supply scheme they
said they could do without it. Last sommer
many of my constituents were compelled to
bring water by rail over considerable dis-
tenees, andd then to cart that water. We nre
told that it is necessary for our people to
work harder and produce more, but it is im-
possible for people to make the best use of
their time if they have to cart water long
distances for their stock.

The CHAIRMAN: This vote refers 10
metropolitan water supply. The hen. mem-
ber will have his opportunity on the next
volte.

AMr. SAMPSON: (Swan) [8.14]: T listenwl
with interest to the eriticisms direeted at the
Minister regarding water supply in the metro-
politan area. No doubt there is considerable
justifiecation for that criticism. But, in eriti-
vising, one should take inte aceount the po-
sition of affairs as it exists, We know that
owing to war ¢onditions the cost of material
has been very heavy. I incline to the view
that from the aspect of economy these ex-
tensions which have been delayed are well
delaved. To say extensions of water supply
ahotld he delayed is to say something very
nnpopniar, but, comparing the cost of retien-
fating to-day with the cost beforc the war,
one must admit that there 1s every evidence
in favour of delay. As regards the supply of
water to the metropolitan area, I earnestly hope
the Minister will carefully eonsider the elaims
of the Urper Canning scheme, Indeed, T know
he is doing so. The Minster states that he
has five survey parties ont obtzining infor.
nrttion for the purpose of that scheme. That
seems to me to he the best indiention of the
drsire on the part of the Minister to provide
these necessary water supply facilities, When
that evidenee has bheen obtained and eom-
pleted and a deeision arrived at, T howe that
decision will prove to he in favour of the
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upper Canninyr scheme, Should that be the case,
then in addition to the metropolitan supply,
the outer suburban areas; including Kelmseott,
Maddington, Kenwick, Canoington, and other
centres, will be able to secure water supplies
as well. If that be dome, we shall see hun-
dreds of acres of land which are now praetice-
ally idle, being put to a profitable use, There
are other places as well where there is a great
need for a water supply. I refer particularly
to Darlington, Parkerville, and Glen Forrest,
as well as other places in that part of the
hills district. If under any such proposed
scheme, it was decided to tap the supply from
the Mundaring Weir, it would be possible to
provide for the requirements of.the centres 1
have mentioned. Personally, I think that the
Kangaroo Valley site in the Upper Canning, is
the right spot for the scheme, and I believe,
although I have no definite knowledge on the
peint, that the concensus of opinion as to the
result of the work of the survey parties, sup-
ports me in that belief. It is not my
intention to eriticise the department. Unfor-
tunately, in the centres to which I have re-
ferred there is no water supply at ull, Now
that prices are becoming more normal, T hope
that the Minister will, to borrow a phrase
which has been used once or twice before,
come forward with a beld and comprehen-
sive scheme which will be in the best inter-
cats of all concerned.

The Minister for Works: You give me the
moncy and I will do the work.

Mrs. COWAN (West Perth) [8.17]): T was
glad to hear the Minister say that we would
have a better water supply during the pre-
sent summer. It is necessary that we shoulil
have a better supply, although T eannct
agree with the member for East Perth (Mr.
Simons) that the suburb which I represent
is in the dirty condition he says East Perth
is in at the present time. I would suggest
to the Minister that the metropolitan mem-
bers who have been meeting and discussing
this matter together, with a view to helping
to find a solution of the present difficulty,
have only been actuated by a desire to assist
him in that direction. If the Minister were
to express his 'willingness to meet those
members in conference, it might be good
for all concerned. Tt could do no harm. In
any case, we are not againat the depart-
ment, nor are we working against the Min-
ister,

The Minister for Works: T {do not care
if you nre against the department. If you
ecan do any good or show us where we are
wrong, T shall be pleased.

Hon. P. Collier: The WAinister spoke in
resentfnl tones ahout the metropolitan mem-
bers this evening.

Mrs, COWAN: There was a good deal of
comment on the point at election time amd
it is well known that some people are
not satisfied that the scheme favoured by
Mr, Ritchie ia the best that could be
adopted. That iz a matter, however, for
the department to consider, and I have no
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doubt they will thoroughly investigate that
question. In reading through Mr. Ritchie’s
report, I was struck by the fact that he
did not seem to be quite satisfied regarding
the way details of the scheme had been
presented to him, inasmuch as he found it
necessary to look around for himself and
supplement the information provided. Per-
haps that again is a matter more for the
department than for ourselves. It makes
one feel, however, that a conference with the
Minister on the subject would be of advan-
tage and would make everyone more satisfied,
I would like to see a board take over the re-
sponsibility of inquiries in every direction
in connection with these matters, and then to
carry out, if possible, what was decided
upon, It would be a good thing if we were
to have an inquiry concerning the wmetro-
politan water supply scheme generally, Some
people favour the Mundaring Weir proposal,
and others favour the Canning scheme. Tt
appears to me that the Canning scheme is
the one that presents greater advantages
for the people of the metropolitan area, not
onlv on account of the good water which
can be obtained from that asource, but on
aceount of the way in which the reticulation
ean be managed.

Capt. Carter: Let the board decide that
question,

Mrs. COWAN: Tf sieh a acheme were de-
cided wpon, it would leave the Mundaring
seheme for the benefit of the ecountry dis-
tricts. It we could have a aseparate ad-
ministration looking after the water supply
for the metropolitan area, and allow the
country dislricts to have an orgamisation to
look after their particular interests, I think
more satisfaetion would be given to hoth
sections of the community. If there is to be
any repetition in the city of the conditions
that existed last year, when they were par-
tieularly bad, there will be trouble for
metropolitan members and other members as

well, because the people will raise their
voices in mo uncertain tones.
The Minister for Worka: That is one

reason why there should not have been wild
statements made here to-night.

Mrs. COWAN: T hope I have not made
any wild statements during the ecourse of my
remarks.

The Minister for Works: No, you have not.

Mrs. COWAN: T de not know why a
board should necessarily be inferior to the
present aystem in regard to the management
of the water supply for the metrepolitan
area. There will always be grumblers, no
matter if the Government eentinue in control
of the water supply services or if a board is
in control. :

Hon. P, Collier: There are even people
who are dissatisfied with the present Minis-
ter.

Mrs. COWAN: T believe that if they had
had a board in Melbourne earlier in the his.
tory of the water supply of that eity, the
condition of affairs which arose some time
ago and which nevessitated its appointment,
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would not have bheen recorded. 1 want
the Minister to realise that the meetings
which have been held by metropolitan mem-
bers were only for the purpose of assisting
him in overcoming the present difficulties.
We would be guite willing to he goided and
helped by him, and I trust he would fimd
us willing to aid him in arriving at a selu-
tion of what is, at present, a very great
difficulty in connection with the metropoli-
tan area.

Houn. P, Collier: This is quite a mutnal
admiration society.

The Minister for Works: In any case, these
are the only courteous words that have been
spoken to-night.

Mr. DAVIES (Guildford) [8.23]: Refer-
ence has been made to the agsistance
rendered by the Government to lecal gov-
erning bodies. I want to thank the Min-
ister for the assistance he has rendered to
the local governing bodies in my elector-
ate. They were hard up against it, like
other local governing bodies, owing to the
drainage problem. Some reference was
made to this nspect by the member for
Leederville (Capt, Carter) and he referred
to the rising tide of water in his elcetorate.
If it is any ecomfort to him to know, I (o
not think it is a question altogether of the
water coming from the bores and running
into Herdsman’s Lake. I would like teo
point out to that hon. member that the
water i3 rising throughout the metropelitan
area from Midland Junetion to Fremantle,

Capt. Carter: T am glad to get your ex-
pert opinion on this subject.

Mr. DAVIES: It is not expert opinion.

Capt. Carter: Nor is it tlie correct ex-
planation,

Mr. DAVIES: It is right. Whatever
may be the cause, however, I hope the Gov-
ernment will vecognise the faet that some-
thing must be done. The Minister for
Works fully realises hig responsibilities in
that regard. To-day close to the Maylands
and Bayswater arens, there is to be seen
in vourse of counstruction, a drain that will
afford relief to the pcople in those parts.
It is hard to see houses put up some

years age, nt a cost of from £300 to
£801, now surrounded by water. XNuo one
woull seriously think that those honaes

had been constructed in a swamp. XNothing
of the kind was done. That shows that, in
ecmmon with the positien at Leederville
and Subinco, water is rising throughont
the wheole metrepolitan area, practically
from the Darling Ranges to the seaboard.

Capt. Carter: T admitted that faet, but
1 said that the bores were a contributor:
Crbse.

Mr. DAVIES: Millions of gallons of
water are brought from the Darling Ranges
for loeal eonsumption and I presume that
also increases the water level in the metro-
pulitan area. There must be some other
cause, and it has heen stated that the large
number of trees which have heen ecut down
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in the metropolitan area have resuited im
Irss evaporation, causing an adverse effect
upon the water soakage problem. I am not
an expert and will not express any opiunion
on that theory, but the fact remairs that
this is a serious problem in the metropoli-
tan area, [t should be the duty of the
Minister ia charge of this department to
let bon. members know what is being done.
Regurding the assistance rendered to local
governing authorities, it seems absolutely
ont of place and somewhat of a disgrace to
the administration in Western Australia,
that we should find beiliffs in possession
of local authorities' premises. I have been
informed, and T repeat it with all serious-
ness, that one local authority was placed
in a most invidioua position. A Chinaman
was found in charge of the local town hall,
He stoo at the doors, collecting rates from
people who came along because he had
taken action against those local authorities
and until his judgment had been satisfied,
“‘JTohnny Chow’’ was in charge. I should
like to state at once that that incident did
not take place at Midland Junction.

Mr. Clydesdale: Where was it?

Mr. DAVIES: It may have been in South
Perth.,

Mr. Civdesdale: No chanee thera!

Mr. DAVIES: In any case, that position
hag arisen. [ believe the bailiffs were put
in the West Guildford Road Board offiee.
Tn that instonce, however, they had the
teceney not to put a Chinaman in charge.

The Minister for Works: Who got them
out of their trouble?

Mr. DAVIES: [ am pleased to say that
the Minister did.

The JMinister for Works:
ister; the Government.

Hon. P. Collicr: You arc making
Minister blush.

My, DAVIES: The Minister hay received
a good deal of criticism this evening, anl
while we may eriticise him on some points,
we should give him some meed of praise
for the manner in which he haa c¢ome to
the assiatance of lIoesl governing authori-
ties. I know something about this matter,
berause [ accompanied the representatives
of the road board to the Minister. I know
the courtesy with which he met them and
the great assistance he rendered. These
pevple are very thankful to him. Anether
question, which is certainly of grave im-
portance, has heen referred to. that is, tha
question of handing over public utilities,
sueh as the water sapply, sewerage and
drainage, te a metropolitan hoard. Although
not necessarily new, the question of change
of control to a board should bhe seriously
considered hy Parlinment before any auch
appeintment is made. Here is u vase i.
point. In some parts of Western Australia
a few venrs ago the Government used to
administer road distriets prior to the
appointment of a local road board. The
Government used to control these districts
from Perth. To-day, the Public Health De-

Not the M:io-
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Partment control country areas where there
is no local bhealth board. The time has
arrived, as suggested by the member for
North-East Fremantle, when the question
will have to be seriously considered as to
whether the Government should hand over
control to a board or continue in control
themselves, When the last Labour Gov-
ernment were in office, they purebased the
Perth tramways, and maintained them
under the control of the Government, rather
than hand them over to a loeal board or to
the municipality. To-day the question
arises, when we are again forced to ask
whether, in view of the wealth of detail
which it is necessary to go into, these ser-
viges can be attended to by a Minister.
However capable a Minister may be, and
the Minister for Works is undoubtedly a
capable administrator, it is beyond the
power of any one man to sit in Parliament
and conduct business in this Chamber, to go
to his office and attend to his departmental
duties and, at the same time, give that

atriet attention to the wealth of de-
tail nececasary for the successful carry-
ing on of these public utilities, The

only objection raised to the appointment
of a board is that touched upon by the mem-
bher for North-East Fremantle {Hon. W. C,
Angwin}, who haa occupied ministerial office
and had years of Parliamentary experience.
He said the beard would swamp 'he outlying
districts, But would it not be possible to
frame a measure which would safeguard the
smaller municipalities? Could it not he pro-
vided that Perth and Fremantle, and each of
the smaller municipalities, should all have
cqual representation on the board?

Mr. Clydesdale: Then the city would be
swamped.

Mr. DAVIES: I am coming to regard
these problems from the national standpoint,
rather than from the viewpoint "of individual
districts.

IHen. P. Collier: The diseussion of a board
on these Ketimates is somewhat out of order.

Mr. DAVIES: The discussion has been
permitted to other members, and it is rather
late to draw the ling vow. It iy of preat im-
jrortance to the meirgpolitan area thuat the
question should be fully disgussed. On the
subjeet of grain elevators the other night we
vongidered the votiug power of the share-
bholders.  While individual sharcholders were
limited to 5000 shares, the prospectus of the
company provided that a sgharcholder with
5,000 shares should have only the same vot-
ing rower s a small shareholder. There
should he no diffeulty at all abont the repre-
sentation. Tf this is the only ohjection to be
raised to the appointment of a beard, further
cengidoration should be given to such ap-
pointment. Unlike other parts of the metro-
politan area, Guildford has no complaint re-
garding the quality of the water supply.

The Minister for Worka: You get Mundar-
irg water exclngively.

Mr. DAVIES: Yes. The sunply is some-
what restrieted in the summer time, but that
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s due, .ot to the smallness of the main, but
1o the fact that the retienlation pipes, which
were prt down when the area was only
sparsely populated, are not capable of carry-
ing sufficient water to all who require it.

The Minister for Works: BReticulation is
the troudle all round the metropolitan area.

Mr. DAVIES: Yes, and the remedy re-
quires heaps of money. Refercnee has been
made to the officers in charge of the Drain-
age Department.  They are not known to me
personally.  The drain between Bayswater
and Maylands is being constructed by de-
partinental day labour. 1 wish to pay a
tribote to the men carrying out that job,
and to she engineer in charge of the work.
Jlor the construetion of the drain in the
Bayswater area the lecal avthorities called
tenders, ‘The department tendered, and T
am pleased to say won by hundreds of
pounds, showing that the men in cha::ge of
the department are highly capable engineers.
It is due to the Minister and his officers that
I should make that statement.

Mr. FARRIBON (Avon) [8.35]): In the
summary of the public utilities will be found
these figares:  Publie working expenscs
£111,276, intercst .charges £64,613, sinking
fund £14,052, total cost £189,941. In regard
to onr Estimates and onr deficit, what we
require to consider is what is dome in
a country district when a man has to
deal with a heavy lead on a bad road. Of
course he nnloads, This is & good opporfunity
for the Government to unload this utility.
Other eitics have tried metropolitan water
trusts, and this eity could try it. 1t should
In. incumbent on sueh a trnst to attend to
the water and keep up the peblic parks and
reserves.  We shall nlways bave complaints
to the Ciovernmeni while they control; the
metrapolitan people and. their representatives
will take up specific casgs.and go to the Gov-
crnment for redress. Here is a prblic utility
enjoyed hy the citizeus of the metropolitan
grea. ‘They are in a position to float loans
and fix rates and charges to mect their abli-
gotion. FPaking over this utility, those ppop]c
eonld apply to their. representatives - dircet,
with the assistance of the ratepayers and the
Kovernment. It would be a meve in the
right dircetion to let those people have a. say
ir the control of the administration of the
utility they wish to enjoy. )

Hon. W. (. Angwin: They do it now,
throngh their members in this Chamber:

Mr, HARRISON: T am aware of that, and
{ am aware that while it is under the con-
srol of the Government wndue pressure Wwill
b hrought te kear on the Government.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You ought to say
that!

Mr. HARRISON: I admit T have done my
hest in resnect of the goldfields water scheme.
Contrast the eondition of the householder in
the metropolitan area and of the houscholder
ia a eonntry distriet.” The member for North-
East Fremantle has told us that in hia elee-
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torate water is costing 1s. per thousand
gallons, .

‘' Hon. W. C. Apgwin: 1 did not say that.
U reterred to the rate.

Mr. HARRISON:  Well, take it on the
rate. In the country districts we are rated
at 4d. por acre which, under the administra-
tion of the present Minister, has been re-
duced to 3d. W have a £5 holding fee for
domestie purposes.

on. . Collicr:
of order.

Mr. Mann:
the eountry.

* Mr, Clydesdale:
ate getting water.

‘Mr, HARRISON:
ropolitan area.

* Mr. Clydesdale: No fear!

. Mr. HARRISON: Well, if you are not
getting it, you are not putting up the capital
to expand the scheme, Yet you have every
tacility for borrowing money. If the Gov-
ernment are not working fast cnough for
you, why not get a trust which will work
faster and give you the nceessary supply?
It would he a good scheme for the Govern-
ment to unload and the citizens to take up.

Hon. W, €, Angwin: If they did that in
your district you would quickly unload.

Mr. FIARRISON: We had to make pro-
vision for ourselves until the goldficlds sup-
ply was made available. I myself have hal
to cart water for 10 miles. However, that
has nothing to do with the Estimates,

" Hon. P, Collicr: Nothing you are saying
has anything to do with the Estimates,

. Mr. HARRISON: The people of thé
metropolitan arca could get this question sat-
isfactorily attended to by direct representa-
tion, and would then know where their money
was going. ’

All this is distinctly out
You are getting a fair deal in
And, what is more, you

So are you in the met-

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W, J. George—Murray-Wellington—in reply)
[840]: T thank hon. members for their eriti-
cism, especially those who have referred in
terms of praise to the administration; not
g0 much as applying to myself, but as a
recognition that those who work under me
try to do the right thing. The debate ia a
somewhat difficult, one to reply to, beecause
s0 many views have becen expressed. When
some of the members who have spoken
have gained a little more experience of
Parliamentary life they will wonder why on
earth they allowed their tongues to run away
with them, Reference has been made to the
control of the water supply by & board. Un-
fortunately my tongue is tied in respeet of
that question, because I am under instruc-
tions from the Premicr to call, at the earliest
opportunity, a conference of the local auth-
oritica concerned aud diseuss the question
with them, so that T may focus their views
and place them before him and Cabinet for
congideration.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: T hope you will give
the genecral taxpayers a voice in the matter.

Capt. Carter: Will hon. members be ad-
mitted ?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I wish
the Jion, member would keep quict! I am
trying to speak carefully, for I recognise the
importanee attached to the words that I
utter, because I am the Minister in eharge.
[ have no yet had an opportunity to eall
this conference, nor even to consider how it
should be ealled and conducted. However,
hon. members can rest assured that it will be
done thoroughly, and that no wild eat
schemes of individuals will eut much iee with
me. The member for KEast FPerth (Mr.
Simons)—L[ am sorry le is not here; he is
usually away when replies are being made
to his rash statements.

Hon. P. Collier: I will convey your reply
to him.

The MINISTER TOR WORKS: He
talks about my pride in my doings and our
heing suecessful in everything but water. He
made o statement which I said was a dirty
statement. T repeat that. Any member who
casts an aspersion of that sort on the people
of the distriet, is false to his position.

Hon. P. Collier: T ask the hon. member
to withdraw that remark,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
not going to withdraw.

Hon, P. Collier: That will be for the
Chairman to decide.

The CHAIRMAN:
ought to withdraw.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: With-
draw what, the word ‘‘dirty’’? The wond
has been used here ad nauseum.

The CHALRMAN: You were applying it
to an honourable member.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Al
right, if that is what you call him, X will
withdraw.

Hon. P, Collier: I am not going to permit
the Minister to insult any hon. member on this
side of the House. He must withdraw in a
proper and digaified way.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
done ao.

Hon, P. Collier:

T am

I think the Minister

I have

I am speaking to the

. Chairman, and T ask the Chairman to get a

withdrawal in a proper way.

The CHAITRMAN: I certainly am net
satisfied.

The MINISTER FOE WORKSH:
what I should any.

The CHAIRMAN: I ask you to withdraw
the remarks in which you referred to the
member for East Perth as dirty.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS; Certainly.

The CHAIRMAN: Tbe Minister will pro-
ceed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I thought
it was rather bad taste for an hon. member to
refer to any portion of the metropolitan arca
as being dirty in the way the member for
East Perth did, a gentleman who has alwaysy
been telling us that we should boost up this
country. Yet he is telling the world that we
are a dirty people,-that we have mosquitoes all
over the place, and that insanitary eonditions
prevail. I have not the sligfitest doubt that
even the Leader of the Opposition will be able

Tell me
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to plaec full value on the remarks of that hon.
gentleman, He referred to the Mundaring
Weir, and several other members have also
referred to it. T have to repeat same remarks
T made in this connection last session. If
those members who have bean investigating
the water supply of the eity had got the
papers, they shonlil have been able—

Capt. Carter: We have aot been able to
get C. Y. O’Connor’s report.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Has the
hon. member applied to me for it? 1f the
hon. member had bad the ecartesy to let me
know that he was alive, and if he had done
anything morc than give veicc to the abuse
that he has done this evening, which he per-
haps thinks is quite the proper thing, I might
have heen able to assist him.

Capt. Carter: 'We have not got anything
out of you.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member has not asked for anything.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: The Minister is doing
the drainage nt Herdsman's Lake, anyvhow.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 knew
very little about these members or what they
were doing until T heard them here to-
day. They have not held any communieation
with me, Not onc of them has spoken to me
about the matter. The attempt of the mein-
ber for Leederville to bluff the question aside
is not worthy of a member of this House.

Capt. Carter: To what natter are yom
referring¥

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1f mem-
bers had had the papers, an1 so far as [ am
coneerned they could have had the whole of
them, because we have nothing to hide, they
would have found that the professionul eun-
zineers, men who know their business, wen
who arc not amateurs guessing at things,
stated that the extra supply we could get from
the Mundaring Weir would be only one million
gallons per dav. Tn order to got that extra
million gallons of water, we would have to
ineur a large expenditure for mains, whieh
expenditare wonld go very far indeed towards
the coat of the Canning scheme, Purther than
that, Mr. Ritchic dealt fully with the question
of utilising the Mundaring suvpply, and if
members had read and digested his report,
they would know his opinion. Mr. Riteliie put
the Mundaring scheme on one side as being
simply a maleshift, heeause he knew, as we
know, and as members here should know, that
the whole of the supplies from the Mundaring
secheme will have to go eastward in the next
two or three years, We send over five million
gallona a day throngh No. 1 pimping station,
and only two million gallonrs a day reaches
Kalzoorlie. The whole of the halance
is absorked en reute. The main feeding
Kalgoorlie at the present time  has
almost outlived its usefulness, and we
shall have to give consideration to the
question  of  the  enlargement  of  that
main, When the main is enlarged every dron
of water which can be got from the Mundar-
ing scheme will go eastward and will not come
down to the city at all. Tt scems to me, too,
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that the member for East Perth, the hon.
gentleman who js not in his seat at presest,
not being a professional man, was exceeding
the privileges of even a member of Parlik-
ment, when he referred te the officers of the
State as men who had not the energy or
ability te deal with the scheme. TIf that
member, or any other member, is really of
that opinion, there is only one henourable
eourse for him to take, and that is to move
in this Mlouse for the appeinvment of a Roya)
Commission or a sclect committee to inquire
into the qualifientions df these men charged
with the responsibility of earrying out tliie
work. To come herc with this idle sort ‘of
persifiage andl accuse men of standing, men
whose lives have been devoted to their work,
of lack of cnergy or ability—well, T am not
allowed to use the language I should do to
deseribe the aetion. Do members know that
we have had engineers connegcted with the
Works Departmant and the Water Supply De-
partment who have gone to the other side and
have received salaries double, and in one in-
stanee, treble what we could pay them, anl
that they were men who were eonsidered” to
be not above the uaverage. of our officers?
Why shoulld there be this pulling downf Da
members wint to appear in the public eye ag
being high and mighty people, or is this the
only way in which they can Jdraw atteantion to
their cxiatence, namely, by trying to pull
down men Who are working lonestly and
honournbly in the serviee of and feor the
good of the State? The member for Bast
Perth said that Subiaco eould not be sewermt
heennse o the lack of water. Tf the hon.
memher had paid any attention to the re-
marks T made, he would have known that, not
lack of water, bhut lack of funds was the
reason. Sewers for Suhinco would cost nanrly
£200,000 and it would cost another £250,000
to eonncet the houses and instal the eloscts
and the rest of the fittings, T say to-day,
with the mavor of Subiaco here, that Subiace
cannot support an expenditure of half a mil-
lion of money at the present time. Fven if it
vould, we have not got the maney, so what. is the
nse of the hon. member talking in that
light and airy fashion about serions matters
which must be fully and ecarefully consid-
ered, The member for Leederville anid the
metropolitan parliamentary committee was
the . nueleny of what wonld eventually prove
to be a wezeful body. T sincerely hope this
ia so, awl if any assistanee ean be rendered
by nny of my officers, or anv of the papers
in my department, they are weleome to
such aasistance, and if they think the Min-
ister ean be of any value to them, he will
he at their serviee also. -T eannnt say more
than that. I am perfectly willing to give
assistance to anyome who is desirous of
agsisting Western Australia, but T have no
time for people whe are always trying to
pull down [nstead of ‘to build up. The hon,
member spoke about Nedlands. There are
some parts of Nedlands,where the people
will never he able to get 2 good supply of
water,  Why? DBeeanse their contour is
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higher thas the service reservoir in King's
Park, and how is it possible by means of
gravitation to get water to run to a level
highoer than the source? The hon. member
may not know that a lot of land around the
city has Deen cut up, and pipes have been
put down by land speculators so that they
eould advertize the land as having water laid
on. They hiwve in some instances connceted
up about 50 hlocks with a ‘%in. pipe. If one
tap is open, other people cannot get a drop
of water. This is how a lot of these com-
plaints originate. A few people are served
by a small pipe and others come along and
draw off it, and the result is they cannot
get water, and the time of this House is
taken up owing to these operations bLy
speeulators and profiteers to sell their land.
I do pot think that Parliament ean be
brought much lower than that. The hon,
member is very good in putting up cases
like an Aunt Sally to knock them down
again for cocoanuts and various other
trifles. Amangst other things, the houn.
member claimed that there were five cases
of diphtheria in Mount Hawthorn traceable
to the pan syatem. All I can say is that
if the hon. member honestly believes that,
he should indict the loeal amthority. If the
local authority be the city of Perth, let him
indiet it. If the city of Perth is carrying
out the pan system properly, no dipbtheria
would be caught from the pans. Twenty
five yeurs ago I was chairman of the health
committee of the city of Perth and with
Tom Molicy and men of that type, T used
to. go round and see that the business of
the night men was properly earried out.
_Let the hon. member follow these carts
around

Hon. P. Collier: Go on!
thing for you to do.

Mr. A. Thomson:
‘lperkl1!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I leave
that, end come now to a matter to be
treated with great seriousness. The Gov-
ernment have had various schemes sub-
mitted to them during the last 20 years by
the Engineerin-Chief, Mr. Lawson, Mr,
0 ’Brien and men whose ability is respectod
in other parts of Australia and should be
respected  here. _
felt that if they could obtain an engineer
of repute to go through the various schemes
and give an unbiassed opiuion, it would be
a very wise course to adopt. We secured the
services of Mr. Ritechie from the Premier of
Vietoria as a great personal favour to our
Premier. We invited him here and paid him
lis fee, and he attended to his work. Yet
to-day T have heard attacks made on that
gentleman, by members torsooth, who pro-
fesa that they do not agree with this,
-that and the other. What are the gualifi.
cations of those amateurs who have been
attacking the officer lent to ua by the Pre-
migr of Victoria, a man who came to us
a8 our guest, to give us the benefif of his
experience? In view of theso attacks, is

There is some

A parliamentary

The Covernment, however,
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it likely, when we wunt other men of ex-
perience to help us, that they will come?
[t ig an il bird that fouls its own nest; it
is a bad sort of host that throws dust and
dirt at a guest who eame to help and advise
us in our time of need. The hon. imember
referved to the Jolimont court ease in which
the Government are involved, That matter is
sulb judice. This Chamber should not be
made the scence for advoeating either one
side or the other when a legal case is pending.

Capt. Carter: You know I was referring
to my district.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
makes no difference, The hon, gentleman
seems to forget that he has two responsi-
bilities, one to his constitucots who elected
him, and a greater respounsibility to the
State of Weatern Australia, one of whosn
represcutatives he is by virtue of the votes
cast for him at Leederville. It is not right
that he should allow matters of intcrest to
his own district to overshadow the duty he
owes to the State, any more than he has a
right to take advantage of his membership
of this House—he has not done so to my
konowledge—to introduce matters affecting
his own private concerns.

Mr. Simons: No one has any rights here
aceording to you. We are all interlopers.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I am
not responsible for what the electors sand
here.

Me, Simons: The electors who sent you
assumed a great responsibility.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
electors who sent me here have been good
enough to return me for five-and-twenty
years, and after I had left them for five or
8iXx years to take the management of the
railways of this State, they were good
enough to ask me to go back again, When
the hon. member can show a record like
that, he will be a good man.

Mr. Simons: They sent me first in my
youth,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I intend
to deal with bores now. The hon, membes
spoke of threce bores at Osborne Park.

Mr. Richardson: There are plenty of
them here.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I know
that the member for Leederville has to
study his comstituents somewhat. Probably
I study mine, but I have not allowed my
constituents to place me in sueh a ridicu-
lous position as I should fee! I was in if
I bad put forward the argument that the
water from the hores bad affected the level
of Herdsinan’s Lake,

Capt. Carter: No. 2 bore ran for eight
werks.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: [knowofa
No. 4 hore which would run for three years, if
it had a chance, but it is vot a water bore.
The engincers have informed me that with
that quantity of water coming out of the
bores, not more than 10 million gallons would
have cscaped by the time they were shut
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down,  If 30 million gallons had escaped
it wonild not have raised the surface of
Herdsman's Lake three-gixtecnths of an ineh.

Capt. Carter: 1t would probably be maore
than that. Ne. 2 bore ran for cight weeks
and No. & for n fortnight.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of course
I must aceept the hon. member’s word, aml
assume that the ofticers of my dupartment
have been telling me tarradiddles. [ have
letters in my possession from people stating
that when Herdsman'’s Lake is drained it will
take so much water away from the moist land
around it that they will not be able to earry
on their business, and that they propose to
ask for compensation from the Government.

Capt. Carter: 1’ossibly.

Mr. Corhboy: Tt is probable.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: What
the Government arc to do in fhese circum-
stances, T do not know.

Hon, W. €, Avngwin: Now you are to be
liable for damages for taking away the
water, and equally linble for lcaving it there.

Mr. Simons: Whose officer recommended
the draining of Herdsman’s Lake?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Per-
haps the Leader of the Opposition ean best
answer that question, but I believe that 10
or 12 years ago someone suggested that this
Place should be draitied by entting a tunnel
throngh the hills. The decision to have the
work done was made by the Premier. and T
presnme he huad the right to make a deeision
of that sort. He found me the woney, and
told me to get on with the job, and [ am now
doing so. T have to thank the member for
North-FEast Fremantle for the practical sug-
gestions he made, and wish him to know that
they will be attended to. The wmember for
Rubiaco referred to Jolimont in a tempersate
and deccent manner, T have to thank him for
his remarks. The member for Perth said he
was disappointed with my speech. I am
equally ditappointed with his. Xe did not
tell us much, and what he did =ay did not
add very much to the debate. I would ask
those members who belong to the committee
of inquiry of metropolitan members whether
they have read the 23rd annual report of the
Metropolitan Water Supply Department.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Don’t say anything
that may enuse a split in the party.

The MINISTER FOR WQORKS: T do wot
mind about that. I conclude that the thor-
oughness which has evidently actuated their
investigations has caused them to read, mark
learn and inwardly digest that report. And
yet we have the hon. member telling uws that
the Bxck]oy Brook reservoir eost £70,000, and
what is more, hie believed it.

Mr, Clyﬂosdale: He is the only one who
did.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If he
will turn to page 18 of the report he will
find that the capital expenditure on the Bick-
ley Brook reserveir to June 30, 1921,
was £27,650. Speaking from memory, I
do not think the total expenditure on
the reservoir would exceed £30,000. What
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the compensation for the land will be,
1 cannot say. I have no control over the
congvience or the feelings of the people who
have layd that they wish to be compensate&
for. If this committee wiil take this report
and, having taken it, read it carefully, they
will find, in it all the information they desire
or require in the conrse of their inveatiga-
tions. The member for West Perth said that
some people thought Mr. Ritchie, the visiting
engineer, was not satisfied with the faets
placed before him, He certainly differed ir
some details with our engineers, but in the
main he approved of their suggestions. TIn
regurd to the surveys and investigations gen-
erally, we ave carvying out what Mr. Ritchie
desires. Until the ground work has been
done, what is the use of framing a policy?
We cannot spend money without knowing the
basis on which we are to work. The Canning
supply is really an important step in the
chain of supplies that we shall-have to use
for the water requirements of the metropoli-
tan area in the years to come. The most
waterial thing that can be done iz to con-
struct a channel or pipe line through which
the water ean be conveyed to Terth, but this
work must be done simultancously with the
damming of the neecessary amount of water.
When tie main reservoir hecomes too small
for the needs of Ferth, the Wongan Brook,
some six miles further along, will require to

have its water impounded and brought
down so that the water may be con-
veyed tfo the sume service pipes. Suffi-
ciently large pipes will have to be pnt

down to enable them to carry the extra sup-
ply of water. The surveys show that some
of the conclusions that were arrived at by
our officers and which were questioned by
Mr, Ritchie, were correct, but in other diree-
tions the comclusions were not corrcet. It
may be some 12 or 18 months before the
necessary data ean be got together for the
joint consideration of Mr. Ritehie and our en-
gineers. The expenditure of a million and a
half pounds will add from 2s. upwards to the
rates of the people in the metropolitan area,
and being faced with so serious a question,
no Government, no matter what the elamour
may be, would move in this direction until
they were assured that everything was satias-
factory. 1 do not say that the Government
should sit down and do nothing in the mean-
time. Members may rest assured that we
are not standing idle, but we have to be care-
ful in what we do, and there is no work that
rcquires so much eare and consideration as
that connected with the water supplies of the
Feople.

Vote put and pased.

Vote—Other hydraulic undertakings charge-
able to revemue, £42,321; Perth City Mar-
kets, £1,269—agreed to.

Vote—State batteries, £63,450:

Mr. HERON (Mt. Leonora) [9.13]: I
notice that tenders are being called for the
leaging of State batteries. Knowing the
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requirements of the prospector, in the direc-
tion of erughing facilities, I trust the Minis-
ter will further consider this matter, Occa-
sionally we hear of men who cerush for the
public and give them a fair deal,” but at
other times such is not the ease. In my own
district the erushing facilities are altogether
inadequate, and the people have had to de-
ypend on private enterprise. At no time has
the prospector in the Lawlers distriet received
the same consideration as the prospector in
other distriets where public batterics are in
operation. The lowest cost to the prospector
for erushing in a part ot my district is 12s.
6d. a ton; cven at that rate, no satisfactory
arrangement has been made in regard to the
sands. Secing that the mining induestry has
declined, now is the time for the Govern-
ment to do everything to assist the prospee-
tor, and not to retard him., On the road to
Lawlers there is now a very promising show
upon which the people working it have re-
cently had a good development. In sink-
ing, they c¢ut a new shoot, and their last
erushing of some G0 tons went about 4%
ozs. to the ton. According to the latest re-
port I have had from the district, they have
about 80 tons at grass now, and expect that
parcel to go even better than the last cruab-
ing. Therefore every encouragement sghonld
be given to the prospector. The opinion is
held in some quarters that there are no more
good shows to be opened up, but I do not
think that way. At Dariet, | saw by the
Press, a good find had been made. [ trust
the department will continue to help the
prospeetor by wmeanss of public batterics.
Two ycara ago there was no battery at all
in the Lawlers district; but a party of pros-
pectors  were game enpogh to back their
opinions and put their work into one of the
mines, also going in for a five-head battery.
They erushed some stone for themselves, and
some for the public. They proved tha show
far enough te induce a company to take it
over, and a ten-head battery is now working
there. The party who in the first place had
the lease have gone on now to another pro-
perty, and erected another five-head battery
there with good results. Thus a little nssist-
ance affords every chance of an old district
looking up again, I hope the Minister will
reconsider the derision to lease the publia
batteries, which policy must prove <disastrous
to the prospeetor,

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [9.26G]: I can
quite understand your haste, Mr. Chairman,
to put the vote through; because nobody in
thix House can take any interest inm these
Estimates. One cannot cxpeet the acting
Minister for Mines to know anything about
the subjeet, although his intentions are good.
Previously I expressed the opinion that these
Estimates should not be discussed in the ab-
sence of the Minister, who is now in Java or
in Singapore, The Minister's irresponsi-
bility amounts to, I might also say, don't-
eare-a-damn,

[ASSEMBLY.)

The Colonial Secretary: That is not cor-
rect.

Mr, TROY: The position is8 just as you
expressed it, Mr, Chairman, in trying to get
the vote through. Mining is merely a side
line. I do not feel disposed to discuss the
question of the public batteries. Suppose I
gave the wisest adviee, what could the act-
ing Minister do? Cnmm he tell us what the
real Minister will do vupon his return?

The Colonial Secretary: Do not you think
that whatever you put forward will be laid
before the Minister?

Mr, TROY: No, I do not, after all these
years. The Minister would not bother his
head ahout my suggestions, although he
might feel a little incensed at wy eriticisms,
if somebody draws his attention to them. T
do not kunew what the Government were
doing to let the Minister in charge of thia
departinent go away on such a trip as thab
to the Straits Settlements. Why did not
they send the acting Minister? As a matter
of fact, the Minister for Mines is abount the
last man [ would send anywhere on a trade
mission. Tf I wanted to send a good fellow,
an excellent hoat, and the man to tell a
story and laugh heartily, [ would send the
Minister for Mincy. But what experience
has he had in trade? What qualifleation
has he for hiz present misgion? Some people
may say it is bad taste to eXpress suth an
opinion in the Minister’s absence; but he
shonld be here, He went away on his mis-
gion without Parliament being consulted.
We heard he was going. We heard
he was not gaing and did not want to go.
Then we heard that he might go,
that the Premier wanted him to po. At
Jast he went, as was inevitable, There
can be no satisfaction whatever in any mem-
ber discnssing these Estimates with the Min-
ister absent. 1 appreciate the acting Minis-
ter’s interest; but inasmueh as he has haid
no mining experience and has never come in
contact with the working of the Mines De-
partment, anl merely takes an honorary in-
terest in that departinent

Hon. P. Collier; The Minister for Mines
will refute these observations when he comes
baek from Singaporc.

Mr. TROY: He may. I do not think he
will bother about ‘‘Hansard.”” Tn faet, 1
do not think he will bother abount anvthing.
As regards the publie batteries, he is going
to lease them if ke possibly can, wnless a
great outery should be made. e doces not
want to be worried with them. Therefore he
says, ‘‘Get rid of them as quickly as you
possibly can, znd let somebody else worry
with them.”'

Mr. Mann: Do not vou think the Minister
for Mines has top much to do with all his
departments?

Mr. TROY: Yes, TIn spenking on the
Mines Estimates ¥ referred to that fact. The
Minister for.Mines is also administering the
Railway Department, a losing concern, the
greatest trading loss this country has at the
present time. Yet he can ge te conferences
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over East, to bowling matehes in Tasmania,
to that conference in Adelaide of which I
forget the purpose——

Mr. Munsic: Exchange of monkeys ke-
tween the zoos.

Mr. TROY: And thea he is Minister for
Tndustries, and Minister for Police, and a
thousand other things. I have not risea to
disecuss these Estimates, because there ean
be no value in the disenssion; I have risen
merely to express the opinion that the Min-
lster controlling the Mines Departinent ought
to be rclieved of his other duties, and ought
to get some consideration for the department
administering an industry which is on the
deeline, and which ought to be looked to be-
eause it is of great value to this country.
Without the gold-mining industry, this coun-
iry would have been nowhere; and nobody
can tell me, nor will I believe, that the gold-
mining industry is dead. This country is one
auriferous belt from Kimberley in the north
to Ravensthorpe in the seuth.  But it re-
quires a Minister really controlling the Mines
Department to encourage and help the in-
dustry. T{e should show interest in it, The
Minister now in charge of these Estimates
has no possibility of doing that, because Me
is not persenally interested inm, or personally
associated with, the mining industry. I am
not reflecting on the acting Minister for
Mines at all. In his department he is all
right; he looks after the Colonial Secretary’s
Department, and is always there giving it
his personal attention. As for the Miniater
for Mines himself, I do ndt think he is cap-
able of that, becanse he is too fond of plea-
gure. These remarks will not make me popu-
lar with him, if his attention iz drawn to
them. However, in the past, when the Min-
ister for Mines was associated: Ywith this
party, T always expressed my opinion con-
cerning his utter irresponsibility. Undoubt-
edly the Minister has confidence and ability.
He ought to give the Mines Department some
attention, As for the leasing of the batteries,
T do not want to see it happen. It it does
happen, there will be a seriovs outery in the
country. Let me remind the acting Minister
of this, and ask him to use his influence not
to allow the batterics to be leased, to be
¢! selected.”” The prospeetor will be no-
where then, At St. Ives, that new field which
hoomed a few years ago, the Government had
to erect a publie crushing plant. That is the
one praetical means of assisting the mining
industry, and the Minister who sacrifices or
loses the State batteries will be doing the in-
dustry an injury of which he knows the re-
sult, The Minister has made up his mind
that he will not put the batteries in order.
But he must do it, or give up his job. If
he allows the State batteries to be serapped,
or to fall into disrepair, he will hear about
it in this House. If neccssary, I will move
the adjournment of the House. I know that
in some places tenders to lease the public
batteries are being called. In other places
the Minister is allowing the State batteries
to fall into disrepair. It is due from members
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representing the mining industry to make a
protest in this House. I shall not be fourd
wanting in that respect, and I shall do it in
the country and shall rouse every mining
newspaper in Western Avatralia about the
way in which the mining industry has been
neglected by the Minister., I have no reflee-
tion to cast upon the officers of the depart-
ment, who are awong the most capable offi-
cera tn the country. 1 have ncver failed to
obtain from them the greatest attention and
epurtesy. In faet, the department is run by
its officers; and that is a happy thing for
the industry. They are men of goldfields ex-
perience, and know goldfields conditions and
goldfickls wants. In that respect we are very
fortunate indeed. They are officers with the
broader vision, and with practical experience,
and interests, Were it not for that, God
help the mining induostry!

Mr, MUNSIE (Hanuans) [9.30]: I do not
kiow whether the aecting Miniater for Mines
can supply certain information regarding the
report of the Mlines Department, but I would
ask him {o enlighten me on one or two mat-
ters if it is possible for him to do so. The
report states that there was a loss of £800
on the milling of ore. The Estimates show
that the actual expenditure in connection
with State batteries was £66,221 and the ac-
tual revenue was £69467, On those figures,
the batteries have shown a profit during the
past year. I would like the Minister to in-
form me what are the average charges per
ton for ore dealt with at the State batteriea.
I understand {hat the charges vary, but the
Minister should be able to tell us what the
average charges amount to. I would like
him also to explain the treatment that is
meted out to customers of the State batteries
regarding the gold premium. I understand
that with regard to the clean up over the
plates, the prospectors get the whole of the
gold bonus, There is also a system whereby
the Government get back so much out of the
sands after freatment. Will the Minister in-
form the Committee what treatment is ex-
tended to the prospector regarding the gold
won from the sands at the State batteries? 1
ask for this information for two reasons. I
want the statement to be placed on record to
refute evidence before the Royal Commission
appointed to investigate tributing in Western
Australia, regarding the treatment meted out
to eustomers at the State batteries, The
mining industry has been assisted to a great
extent "by the establishment of State bat-
teries. They were started for the purpose
of treating free milling ores, or oxidised
ores. The prospect of treating sulphide ores
is looming up. ‘With the membeg for Mt Mag-
net, T am sorry that the Minister for Mines
is not present while we are discussing these
Estimates. We recently passed the Mining
Act Amendment Bill which dealt with tribut-
ing. That measure has passed both Houses
but has mot yet been assented to. 1 sub-
mitted a minority report in connection
with the Tributing Commission, in the
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course of which I urged upon the Ministe:
the necessity for amending the Mining Act
in order to give him power to enforce the
provisions of that legislation. I believe
spmething in that direction will have to
be done. Although I de not know whether
the information is correet or not, and time
alone will show, I have been told that ouc
of the companies treating gold ore in a
large way on the tributing system, bave
notified increases, not of the milling
charges, but of the hanlage charges and ona
other charge as well. When the question
of the Jegality of increasing charges in
view of the amending legislation, was wnder
discussion, the representatives of this
particular company =aid that the new
tributing laws meant a loss of £800 per
month to them. That may be true, but
even Bo, they are still making a profit of
approximately £16,000 per year, in which case
this particolar company is not doing too badly.

Mr, Marghall: A profit of £16,000 a vear
is hardly enough for the psor unfortunate
wretehes.

My, MUNSIE: I realise that if the
mining industry is te he given a fair deal
the Government will have to take some
drastie action regarding the treatment of
ores. Tt was suggested before the Royal
Commiggion that there were enough treat.
ment plants already and that those in
existence could not be kept going wnder
existing conditions. [ admit that such is
the ecase, but if the existing treatment
plants are not prepared to give a fair deal
to the men who supply the ore for them
to treat, it is up to the Government to see
that those men do get a fair deal. If it
cannot be achieved in any other way, the
Government should go to the extent of
purchasing one of the up-te-date plants
and do the work for the tributers and
prospectors. I believe the State Batteriea
systern will have to be extended, not only
in the outlying distriets where there is a
possibility of getting free milling ore, but
to the Kalgoorlie and Boulder districts as
well, unless those econtrolling the existing
plants are prepared to be reasonable, That
is all T ask these people to be. 1 contend
that the legislation we have recently passed
gives them a fajr deal. Tt is uwp to the
Government to see that those people give
the prospectors and tributers a fair deal
and that the Government give those who
happen to be customers of the State Bat-
teries a fair deal as well. I would like to
know from the AMinister whether the Gov-
ernment have discussed the question of
purchasing g plant for treating sulphide ores,
If the acting Minister is not in a position to
give informatien on that point, I trust he will
impress upon the Minister for Mines the
importanee nf that aspert when he returns
to Perth. If something is not done in coo-
nection with the matters I have referred
to, I will have to bring the snbjeet uniler
the notice of the Ministrr myself, in order
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that the interests of the mining industry
shall be conserved.

Hon. P, (QLLIER (Boulder) [9.37]:
When the general discussion on these Eati
mates was in progress [ refrained from
speaking because I felt much as the mem-
ber for Mount Magnet (Mr. Troy) feels,
regarding our present position. I felt then,
as 1 feel now, that it is more or less o
waste of time to indulge in any extended
vomment or criticism on the Mines Depart-
ment, in view of the absence of the respon-
sible Minister. I dislike very much making
any observations of a derogatory eharacter
regarding the Minister for Mines in hia
ahsence. However, it is wot the fault of
members of this Chamber that that Min-
ister is not present. I claim that the whola
attitude of the Government, and the Min-
ister for Mines included, seems to be one
of neglect and indifference, so far as the
mining industry is conecorned. When wa
End that the time of the responsible Min-
ister, who is in control of the second most
important industry in the State—in value
of the natuaral preduct, it comes next only
to agriculture—is taken up with 2 number
of other departments ag well, we realisc
the attitude of the Government, rowards an
industry which lifted Western Australia
from obscurity to affuence. In addition ta
controlling the DMines Department, the
Ainister for Mines has control of that great
and important spending department, the
Railway BDepartment, and the Department:
of Tndustries, Forests, Shipping, and so on
This indicates that when it comes to =
question of the distribution of portfolios
the Mines Department, in the estimatior

of the Government, comes a long way
down.  The expenditure in the Mine:
Department  regarding  the  assistanee ¢

mining gencrally and the assistance 1«
prospectors, compares favourably with anj
sum spent in recent years. I do not com
plain of that aspect. That, however. is nol
safficient, I believe that what is lacking
to-day is the personal toueh of the Min
ister, and that first hand acqnaintancc
which a Minister should possess of the dis
tricts amd the industry over which he ba:
control. 'The Minigter for Mines has beer
in oflice for more than two years, T think
T am correet in saying that, with the ex
ception of two frips fo the Murchison, the
Minister has visited no portion of the
roldfields  districts except Kalgoorlie anc
Boulder.
Mr. Mann: e went te Leonor:n as well,

Hon, P, COLLIER: That is so. I be
lieve, however, that at least onre a year
dnring the reeess, the Minister for Mine:
should make it his business to travel through
out the distant mining areas, throunrhou
that great belt of auriterous country fron
Westonia to lweonora, Laverton and Wiluna
and out heyond those centres.  The duty
shouldl be undertnken by the Ministor si
that he may meet the prospectors and the
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men who are battling against the difficulties
of the industry in the backblocks, and dis-
cuss with them first hand their difficulties and
their requirements. A Minister whose know-
ledge is confined to head office maticrs, ean-
not possibly, no matter how willing and
anxious he may be to assist the industry,
render that assistanec unless he goes around
and discusses matters concerning the indus-
try with the men out back,

Mr., Teesdale: We have never had a Min-
ister for Mines in the North yet.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I dislike to refer to
the period when X was in control of the
Mines Department, but during that period 1
visited every mining camp in Western Aus-
tralia from here to Wiluna, the North Cool-
gardie goldfields districts, and everywhere
else. I made it my duty to travel to the
most remote camps wherever there were 20
men or more. I travelled 130 miles to 200
miles awny from the railway, and I consider
it iz the duty of the Minister for Mines to
do that. The Premier wnderstands the value
of the personal tonch with the people who
are working in the agricultural areas. There
s not a week that passes but what the Pre-
mier is moving around among the people
engaged in the agricultural industry. By
that means he gets to know the people and
their requirements, a knowledge which can-
not be obtained eotherwise. Perhaps that is
the reason why the agricultural industry has
attained such prominence and is able to en-
list so muoeh -sympathy and assistance in
comparison with the mining industry. The
only way that any DMinister for Mines can
do justice to the industry is to visit the
different mining centres and to be relieved,
in addition, of the other portfolios, which
the present Minister for Mines holds. If
agriculture is sufficient to warrant the time
of one Minister being devoted to it wholly,
mining should demand the same atiention.
More particularly is that the case te-day,
when the industry is languishing.
prosperous days of the mining industry it
was not perhaps, so necessary, but to-day it
is essential that the hand of friendship
should be extended to that industry. The
industry is in need of fostering, and the
Minister should devote the whole of his time
to that industry and its requirements. It is
impossible for any Minister for Mines to do
that if he is allotted four or five other de-
partments as well. Without offering any
further criticism of the department, how-
ever, I wish to enter my protest against the
manner in which the Minister has been-
neglecting this industry. The present is the
third eccasion during the year that the Minis.
ter for Mines has absented himsgelf from the
State. He went to the Eastern States shortly

after the Christmas holidays. Later on
he paid a visit to Adelaide to dis-
cuss questions affeefing the importation

of animals for the Zoological Gardens,
Now we find he has gone on a trade eommis-
sion to Java and Singapore and elsewhere.
Surely the Government could have found some
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other Minister to make that trip rather than
allow four important departments to be loaded
on to another administrator for a period of
seven or eight weeks!

Mr. O’Loghlen: Do you think John would
have missed that trip?

Hon. P, COLLTER: I know the Govern-
ment would have had some diffieulty in select-
ing anybody e¢lse for the trip. To-night the
Colonial Secretary is doing his best, but we
cannot expect him to know anything about
the puablic batteries. All he ean do is to
listen to the comments made and pass them
on when the Minister for Mines returns, if
indeed that Minister will then trouble to give
any attention to them. To-morrow night we
shall be engnged discussing the Estimatea of
the Bailway Department, a department which
has a greater influence on the finanees of the
State than all the others put together; and
again will the Bstimates be in charge of a
Minister not actually in e¢ontrol of the de-
partment. We cannot expect better finnncinl
results when the departments are administere
in this lackadaisical fashion. I join with the
member for Mount Magnet (Mr. Troy) in en-
tering an emphatic protest against the action
of the Government in leasing the State bat-
teries. Had it not been for the services ren-
dered to the prospectors by the Government
batteries in years gone by, the industry eould
never have attained the importanee it did.
Government batteries have been the backbone
of the industry in outlying distriets, Now it
is proposed to lease them to private indi-
viduals, who carnot be expected to have the
same consideration for the life of the districts
in which the batteries are sitnated as would
the Government. T have received ome or two
complaints from outlying distriets of the man-
ner in which the batteries have been leased; I
have been infermed that the prospectors in
the distriet had no intimation from the Gov-
ernment of their intention to lease the bat-
teries. It'was not advertised locally, and in
conscquence the people in the distriet had no
opportunity for makiag their views known to
the department before the battery was leased.
The first they knew of the change was when
some private person informed them that he
had secured a lease of the mill. T know that
happened in at least one distriet. Tt is a
wrong method to pursue. When the Govern-
ment decided to lease the batteries it ought
to have been denc openly and sufficient notice
given to the local residents, so that they
might have an opportunity for either voicing
their protest or tendering for the battery.
Apart from that, looking at the year which
has just expired, it is seen that the financial
returns from the Government batteries appeat
to have been more favourable than in some
of the yecars that have gone. The loss on
milling for the year was only £8,000. I re-
member that during one year while I was in
office the loss amounted to £15,000, and that
for a number of years it was approximately
£9,000 or £10,000, So, financially considered,
there is no reason for the departure in poliey
contemplated by the Government. I can ounly
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think the change is being adopted for ihe
reason that it will save the Minister trouble.
Lt that is the attitude, or if it is being done
to save expenditure in maintaining the bat-
teries in a proper state of repair, it is a false
policy. Instead of our having something in
the nature of a revival in outlying districts,
those distriets will still further depreciate,
unti} outside of Kalgoorlic and Boulder the
extinetion of the industry will be brought
within measurable distance.

Mr. Mann: Would you faveur the local
prospectora taking over the batteries as a co-
operative eoncern!

Hon, P. COLLIER: 1 am afraid it would
never work. The prospectors do not agree too
well in that kind of venture. Their lives and
calling and temperament do not lend them-
selves to amicable co-operative achievement.
It would be much better for the system to
continue, as in the past, under direct Govern-
ment contrel. I hope the Minister will seri-
ously consider that aspeet before taking de-
finite steps.

Mr. Mann; Would not the co-operative
scheme be preferable to leasing the batteries
to strangers?

Hon. P, COLLIER: I do net think the
prospectors would get on very well in a co-
operative scheme, 1f the Government batteries
are leased I am certain it will result in many
men, who have clung te their respective dis-
tricts through adverse times and circum-
stanees, abandoning the calling altogether.
The prospector is very suspicious of many ot
those who lease batteries and crush for the
publie,

Mr. Clesson: He has good reason to be.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I know that. Many
men have got their first rise on the ladder
of wealth through holding ecrushing plants
ard, while ostensilly crushing  tor the
publie, actually erushing the publie, There
are such things as leakages in conneetion with
crushing plants, which the unfortunate pros-
pector is unable to prevent. Conscquently, he
is very suspicious, and if he finds himself at
the merey of some who wmight procure a lease
of thesa batteries, he may come to the con-
¢Ingion that it is not worth while hanging on
uny lenger, and so will give up his enlling. In
rsonsequence, jsolated distriets where Cow
crament batteries exist will suffer convider-
uably and the industry will be seriously af-
fected.

Mr. CHESSOXN (Cue) [9.53]: T hope the
Covernment will reconsider the leasing of
public batteries. The public batteries have
opened up somwe of our mest flourishing out-
hack distrivts. If they are to be leased to
private persons, there will bhe a big outery
in the back country. As run by the Govern-
ment, the public hatteries are giving general
satisfaction. The prospector can eruvh either
by the ton of by the hour. Many are getting
their stone ¢rushed for about 4s. per ton, as
against the 13s. per ton charged by private
enterprise, The only complaint I have heard
of the publie mills is in respect of the treat-

[ASSEMBLY.]

ment of tailings, the contention being that
the 3s. deducted for this service is excessive.
I bave had@ experience of cyaniding and I,
too, think the charge is excessive. However,
taking the public mills all round, they are
giving general satisfaction. Two years ago
a public mill was cstablished at Cue. Prae-
tieally it has been running continuously ever
since, It is no exaggeration to say that, hut
for the establishment of that mill, Cue would
have been closed down to-day. The ery out-
back iz for an extension of the system of
(Government mills rather than for their leas-
ing. At Ready’s they are carting their stone
4 miles into Cue. The people out there arce
clamouring for a public mill. TRather than
lease the public mills, it would be very much
better for the indunstry if the system were
extended. Any small loss directly sustained
would be more than compensated indirectly.
I hope the Government will reconsider their
decision to Jease the public mills,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (llon. P.
T. Broun—Beverley—in reply) [9.56]: T ve-
gret that the Minister for Mines is not here
to reply to the various criticisms. T ean at-
test his active interest in the mining industry
and his attention to the admninistration of
his department. Tle figures in the mining
report for the past year demonstrate that the
Government are endeavouring to uassist min-
ing, realising that assistance is necessary. As
vas pointed out by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, mining is going hack and unless an en-
deavour is made to assist it, it cannot be
long before most of thc mines will have
vlnsed down. E assure hon, members that the
Minister for Mines takes a very active in-
terest in the administration of his depart-
ment. A good deal has been said about the
leasing of State batteries. The amount on
the Fuatimates this year for the maintenance
of Btate batteries is only a little over £1,000
lesa than it was last year. 1t is tree the Mie-
ister for Mines has dceided to lease the bat-
teries,

Hon. P, Collier: All of them?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Not
neressarily all of them. His intention is to
lease the batteries wherever the vonditions
are favourable to so doing, The lease will
contain elauses caleulated to protect those
who are taking their ore to the batteries,
and the batteries will continue tu he warked
on conditions similar to those which obtain
to-day. The provisions laid down in +the
leasing apgreement will have to bhe strietly
complied with. That heing so, there eannot
be any very preat harm done.

Mr. Munsie: Do you think the man who
leages onme of those batteries will congider
auything but what be ran make out of it?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: He will
be entitled to make a certain amount out of
the crushing, but his charges will be strietly
limited. Tt is not likely that the Minister
for Mines will lease any of thr batteries
without first imposing precuntionary restrie.
tiond. I will see that the different points
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mentioned by various members are brought
under the notice of the Minister on his re-
turn. The member for Mount Magnet (Mr.
Troy) stated that the Minister wonld not
trouble to read ‘‘Hansard'’ to ascertain
what had been said. I do not want him to
read ‘‘Hansard’’; I have given instruetions
to the officials of the department to make
special notes of the different matters men-
etioned and bring them under the notice of
the Minister on his return. T have no doubt
that, when they are brought under his notiee,
he will give them the neeessary attention. T
hove been acting as Minister for Mines ouly
siuee ltis absenee, and I therefore cannot be
expezted to go inte detail regarding the var-
ious matters which members have mentioned,
amnd with which he is so well acquainted.
Questions were asked regarding the charges
for the treatment of ore and the realisation
charges. These eharges, of course, vary. A
question was asked as to whether the prem
ivms on gold won from sands were paid to
the owners. T am unable to give the infor-
mation, and T do not know whether the Mine
ister himself would give it. He might ot
lie might not.

Mr. Munsie: 1 see no teason why he should
not.

The COLONIAL SECKETARY: Has the
hon. member asked for it and been refused?

Mr. Munsie: No. [ have seen statements
punblished in the Yress that the Government
were giving the bouns to certain of thoss
who had had sands treated, but I do nov
know how much, It was stated before tha
Roya! Commission that the Government col
lured the whole of the bonus in respect to the
sands.

Mr. Chesson: They are paying it.

Mr. Mungie: I want the Government ta
refute the statement.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
endeavour to get the information.

Mr. Munsie: I hope the Minister will have
the information published in order to show
that the Government are allowing those wha
own the sands to claim the bonus.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The state-
ments made regarding the Minister for Mines
and the interest he takes in the indusiry
were not justified. From my knowledge of
the Minijgter, he gives cvery sattention to his
office. :

Mr. Lutey: He has not the time to give
the industry the attention it deserves.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : That
might be so; he certainly has not the time
while he i3 away.

Mr. Lutey: Or when he is here. g

The COLONIAY, SECRETARY: That ha
nothing to do with me. I could not prevent
the Minister from going away. He has gone
away for a very pood cause, and I have no
doubt that he will do much good for the
State by opening up in the Straits Settle-
ments markets which are so absolutely essen-
tial to the welfare of our primary industries.

Vote put and passed.
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Vote—State dairy farm, £3.855—agreed to.

Vote—Cave House, including caves of the
South-West, ete., £12,766:

Mr. JOHNSTON: Is it the intention of
the department to repaint the Cave Houge?
Members who were there recently were
shocked to find a good Government building
in a most dilapidated comlition and depreci-
ating in value for the sake of attention,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I have
had this matter under eonsideration for some
time. We have cstimates for the painting.
Quiite a large amount of work is needed. An
additional dining-room is necessary and small
additions to the accommodation would cater
for a large mumber of visitors and recoup
the expenditure. Owing to the lack of funds,
however, we cannot proceed with the work,
and the same reason accounts for the paint-
ing being held up. 1 hope it will be possible
to earry out the work before the winter sets
in,

* Yote put and passed.

Votes—Yandanooka estate, £3,000;
of Government Troperty
£130,067T—agreed to.

Progress reported.

Sale
Trust Account,

BILL—CONSTITUTION
AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council with an amend-
ment,

ACT

BIL.L—BANK HOLIDAYS
AMENDMENT.

Received from the Gouncil and rend a first
time.

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT.

Recommittal,

On motion by Mr, Troy, Bill recommitted
for the further cousideration of Clause 6.

Tn Committee.

Hon. G. Tayler in the Chair; the Premier
in ¢harge of the Bill,

Clause 6—Amendment of Section 16:
Mr. TROY: I move—

That the proposed new paragraph 4 be
struck out.

This provision was introduced to override a
judicial decision as to the right of the Ta.]:a-
tion Department to tax the profits drising
from the sale of a property as a going con-
cern. The member for Katanning quoted the
evidence, and it is thercfore unnecessary for
me to refer to it. The taxation of profits
arising or accruing to a person from the sale
of any business as a going concern should
not be deemed income within the meaning of
the Act, becanse it is o tax on the assets of
the individual,
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The Premier: The clause does not say
that; so far as such profits are derived from
the sale of stock in trade.

Mr. TROY: A person may build up his
stock and plant in the vourse of business.
That may apply to the person who huilids up
a good flock of sheep, and when the property
is sokl such stack hrings n good price. That
person, however, is taxed, not on his in-
come but on the assets from which he ¢reated
his income. It would be utterly impassible
for the individual taxpayer to deduct all the
labour, costs and expenses ineurred in bring-
ing his property up to the state when he sold
it. Because he is enterprising the Taxation
Department taxes him npon bis assets.

The PREMIER: Wpe are not overriding
the judgment of any court. The judgment
which has been mentioned by the hon, mem-
ber was given under the law as it is to-day.
Sometimes Acts of Parliament are found to
he faulty as a result of a jodgment of the
court. This clause has no connection with
any judgment given up to date,

Mr, Money: Why has it been put in?

The PREMIER: Becaunse it provides for
the future. We discovered from the Newman
case that the Act was faulty and we are try-
ing to amentd it. We are not taxing property
under this clause. We (o not propose to tax
property or eapital under it.

Mr. Money: What is stock in trade?

The PREMIER: Such things as are seen
in Boan's window, If n storekeeper buys
£1,000 worth of goods and sells them For
£2,000, he has made £1,000 profit and should
be taxed upon that, The man who buys that
business for £2,000 and makes a profit of
£500 is only taxed on £300. If he bays
£1,000 worth of goods and puts them on his
shelves, and sells his business as a going
coneern, and makes £1,000 profit on the goods
on his shelves, that profit is not taxable, The
clause only refers to goods on the shelves for
sale.

AMr. Money:
sheep.

The PREMIER: There are other things
besides sheep. If o man sells his store and
makes a profit on the goods he should pay
income tax. Tivestork and other poods dis-
posed of in the ordinary course of trade
would henr a taxabie profit.

Mr. Durack: If the station is sold in one
lump?

The PREMIER: The goods were intended
to be soll in the ordinary course of trade,
but a man may have done better by sclling
in a wholesale fashion. If the hon. member
increased his stock by 1,000 calves he would
show that additional stock as worth £2 a
head. If in selling his station these ralves
are taken into arcount at £5 a head, he
ghould pay on the difference between £2
and £5.

Mr, Durack: What about breeding stock?

The PREMIER: On the whole of the stock
on his place that is either bred and aeld, or

It would inelude a flock of
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bhought and sold. If he makes £1,000 profit
he should pay tax on that. I de not see why
such profits showld not be tazable. The
object of the man who sells stock te an-
other in a wholesale fashion is to escape
taxation on the difference between the £2
and the amount actually received, If he
sells at €9 and is not taxed on the £7 profit
he makes, the State loses something that 1t
is eatitled to.

Mr. Durack: If he is a trader he should
pay.

The PREMIER: The hon. member con-
tends that it the first trader sells at £5, and
the other trader who buys sells at £9, there
sheuld be a tax on the £4, but not on the
difference between the £2 and the £5.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: There would be under
this clause.

The PREMIER: Yes, but it is intended
there should not be any tax.

Mr. Durack: This ig the valve allowed by
the taxation Department.

The PREMIER: Yes. If the stock dies the
owner is allowed to deduct £2 per head from
his income tax. Tf he sells he shovld pay on
the difference between the £2 and the amount
the stoek realises. By this clause we are not
taxing property but merely profits,

Mr. DURACK: Take the case of a stock
brecder.  [n his return he shows so many
head of cattle, say 5,000. They are regarded
as his capital, from which he breeds. The
increase in the following year is perhaps
1,000 head. Tt is adwmitted that he pays tax
on the 1,000 increase. He is not taxable
on the breeders, but ke is taxable on what
they produee from year to year. In other
words, the Taxation Depuartment say to the
stock breeder, ‘(o on increasing your herd
and making profits, and we will not tax your
breeders. Buat immediately you sell your
breeders, we will tax them, We will see that
you do not get out; stay there; immediately
you scll out we will tax you on your eapi-
tal,"* The figure of £2 represents merely
sumething fixed by the Taxation Department,
Stock brecders do not agree that that is the
value, If the Government any to me that
if I sell aut my whole herd, the difference
between what the Taxation Department say
the herd is worth anil what it realises is
taxahte, T eannot agree with that. Catile
vonverted inte bank notes are still cattle,

The Premier: On your argument, if youn
sell eattle one at a time it is still capital.

Mr, DURACK: If stock bhreeders were
trading in the sale of stations, that would
be taxable. But they are not trading in the
sale of statioms.

Mr, WILLCOCK: I think that if the
Premier had used last night, on my amend-
ment to inelude goodwill, the arguments he
has used to-night, he would have been on
much better ground than he is in this in-
stanee. The clause will not be of much value
unless we have in it some provision such as
I svggested last night. Say the eapital
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a man has at the beginning of the
year i3 a certain amount, and at
the end of the year is £1,000 greater;
then that extra £1,000 is income. Increase
of ecapital in a year i3 income for
that particular year. I know there are
people who escape taxation by calling cer-
tain things trunsfers of capital from one
direction to another. My only objection to
the clause is that it does not go far enough,
and that it can be evaded, particularly if
the judiciary, in comsidering any case
bronght under this provision, discover that
Parliament rejected that clause with re-
gurd to goodwill.

Mr. MONEY: I do not think two mem-
bers of the Commitice interpret the clause
alike, If we cannot interpret the provi-
gion, how is the ordinary layman non-
legislator going to interpret it? I fail to
understand the reason for the new clause;
the Premier has not yet informed the Com-
mittee why it should be inserted. Under
the present Act all income arising in Weat-
ern Australia, from whatever source, is
taxable. In arriving at the taxable income
we have to fill up a long form, and if our
stock-in-trade inereases in value during a
year we pay on that increase. I am a little
suspicious that behind this new clause there
may be some intention te make a grab at
capital. The present Aect being so very
wide, why is this new provision wanted?
If T buy shares at 3s,, and in a year’s time
the shares are worth £3, T realise that L
must pay on the difflcrenee in value. It is
still capital whether the value of such
shares go up to £3 or go down to 3d. 1f
the value increases, the ecapital increases
aceordingly; if the value goes down, the
capital decreases. I cannot see the object
of this elause. It is so worded that I am
afraid the Commissioner of Taxation will
use it for the purpose of taxing capital as
income. Increases in stock are taxed as
capital and deduction for decreases in stock
are also allowed, as it is realised that that
ig decrease in capital. In spite of what
the Premier has said, T do not understand
the position. T think the clause has been
placed in the Bill for the purpose of getting
over the position which arose in conse-
quence of the High Court decision, I
oppose the clause because we do not under-
stand it in view of the wide secope of the
Aet and bécanse I think that the Commis-
sioner of Taxation will interpret it as en-
abling him to take the percentage of capi-
tal which was not intended. T{ deals with
capital and not income.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I eannot understand
the member for Bunbury; I cannot follow
his arguments. He says he cannot under-
stand the clanse but to me it is perfeetly
clear. He says he believes it is an attempt
to tax capital and that tbe present Act is
wide in its scope., The scops of the Act
i8 eertainly wide but the decision of the
High Court has had the effect of placing
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a restricted interpretation upon it. The
court has held that profits on” the sale of a
buginess do not <¢onstitute income “but
aceretion of capital, 1 have ngo doubti that
the conrt was right in its decision upon' the
Act as it stood. As the Premier has ex-
plained, it is for Parliament to say whelher
the Act, as interpreted by the High Coun,
shall be amended so as to make profita on
the sale of a going concern amenabls to
taxation. TUndoubtedly, the clause is in-
tended to tax capital as interpreted by the
decision of the High Court. 1t is absurd
to say that the profit made on the sale of a
business is not income when it is agreed
that the profits made on the retail sale of
goods do comstitute prefits. What i3 the
differcnce between the sale of all the goods
in one transaction and the sale of goods to
the same value, day by day, from a taxa-
tion standpoint?

Mr. Willeock : The same, applies to
transactions in mining shares.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Most decidedly-
There is no shred of argument in support
of the contention that such profits are not
taxable income. When this Parliament says
that the profita made from the sale of goods
constitute income aund should be taxable, the
court will have to interpret it in that way.
It is only a fair thing that taxation should
be paid on profits made. The trouble is,
I do not believe the provision will achieve
the purpose the Premier has in view; instead
of plaeing a reasonable selling value on the
goods, the vendor will value them at the
price at which he bought them, and will add
the difference to the goodwill. Why should
not o man pay en his business profits? I am
afraid that under the provision some, indced
a great many, will escape, while the few will
be caught. I will support the clause, but T
hope the Premier will consider tightening it
up in a way that will preclude evasion.

Mr. TROY: It has been pointed out that
the provision is inequitable and unfair in its
incidence, that some will be canght while
others escape. If a big business firm in
Perth sells out, who can trace its profits? It
i3 bound to escape. T want to see the clause
struck out, The Premier ought to reconsider
the whole question and bring dewn a provi-
sion that will find general favour with the
Committee,

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result;—

Ayes . .. .. ..o 10
Noes .. - o .. A8
Majority againat .. 8
AYES. .
Mr. Angelo Mr. C. C. Maley
Mr. Chesson Mr, Marshall
Mr. Durack Mr. A, Thomson
Mr. Johnston Mr, Troy
Mr. Latham Mr. Money

{Teiler.)
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Noes.

- Mr. Boyland Mr. MeCallum
‘Mr. Broun Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Carter Mr. Munsle

Mr. Collier Mr. P.iesse

Mrs, Cowan Mr. Simons

Mr. George Mr. Teesdale

Mr. Lutey Mr. Underwood

Mr H. ¥. Maley Mr. Willcock

MMr. Mann Mr. Mullany

{Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived. '

Mr. A, THOMSON: I wish to move a pro-
viso.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is not
in order.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I think I am in order.

The CHATRMAN: The member for Mt.
Magnet moved that the elanse be recom-
mitted for a certain purpese—the further con-
gideration, of paragraph 4—and that purpose
bas been served.

Mr. Troy: On a point of order, I moved
that the Bill be recommitted for the further
consideration of the clause, not the para-
graph. The best authority for that is the
Notice Paper.

The CHAIRMAN: I understood that the
hon. member specified the paragraph. If I
misunderstood him, I must permit the mein-
ber for Katanning to proceed.

Mr, A. THOMSON: I move an amend-
ment—

That the following proviso be added to
paragraph 4-—¢‘Provided that the words
“Tlive stock’ shall not apply to the breed-
ing stock used in the business of a pas-
toralist or farmer.’’

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.7 pm.

|

Legislative Council,
Thursdey, 1st December, 1921,

Pace
Billa : Auctloncers, report ... e
Grain, 2B. ses ..

s

The PRESTDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILL—AUCTIONEERS.
Roport of Committee adopted.

[COUNCIL.]

BILL—GRALX.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previcus day.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [4.33]: A
proposal of this deseription has been before
the country for some years. The farmers
throughout the length and breadth of the
State have destred that the bulk bandiing
system should be adopted, and repeated im-
quirics have been made from time io time
regarding the systems in vogue in other
parts of the world. Dauring the regime of
the Labour Government, an advisory com-
mittec was appointed to inguire into the
subject, and the hopes of the farmers of
this State were raised by the report of the
committee, which strongly urged on the Gov-
eroment the necessity for bringing in a
measure at an early stage of the history
of wheat growing in Western Australia. The
gystem had been advocated by individual
members of Parliament prior to that, the
great object being that by the early in-
troduction of a bulk handling system, we
would start off with faeilities which would
expand with the further development of the
wheat areas, and in conjunction with which
the railway rolling stock could be easily
adapted. It was better to inangurate the
system then, rather than at o later stage
when production had inereased and a large
amount of rolling stock would have to be
converted. These conditions practically
apply to-day. I firmly believe that West-
ern Augstralia is still in its infancy regarding
the quantities of wheat it is capable of
growing and will eventually grow, and it i=
not wise to put off from year to year, as
we have been doing, the inauguration of the
bulk handling system. The longer we post-
pone it, the greater will beeome our diffieul-
ties in altering our existing arrangements,
and the greater will be the ameunt of rolling
stock requiring to be converted. ‘The ad-
visory committee, to which T have referred,
stronply urged the necessity for inaugurat-
ing bulk handling, and the Government in
power had a Bill prepared and were about
to submit a scheme to Parliament when they
went out of power. Then the war intervened
and the farmers had to carry on under very
great “stress owing to the cost of bags. As
a result of this, the question of bulk hand-
ling has impressed itself morc and more
upon the notice of those engaged in the in-
dustry, until to-day the farmers throughont
the wheat areas are clamouring for the in-
stallation of an up-to-date bulk handling
system.

Hen. J. Doffell: The price of bags is fast
approaching normal again,

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY : The price of bags
has a direct bearing on the question as to
whether any saving to the farmers can be
affected by the inauguration of bulk hand-
ling. If the price of bags becomes very low,
the saving to the farmers will not be great;
in faet, 3t might become a negligible amount.
The lower the price of bage, the less will be



